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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Everyone  s tand  so  2 

we  can  rec i te  the  P ledge  o f  A l leg iance .   3 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  4 

rec i ted . )  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  ca l l  6 

the  ro l l ,  p lease .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Yes .   Thank you.  8 

 Leg is la to r  W ink?  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Rank ing  Member  Abrahams?   13 

I  be l i eve  he ' s  here .  14 

 Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo ,  subs t i t u t i ng  fo r  15 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  18 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Here .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    V i ce  Cha i rman  Kope l?  20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Cha i rwoman Gonsa lves?  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Presen t .  23 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  24 

 As  we no rmal l y  do ,  we ' l l  beg in  w i th  the  25 
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cont rac ts  on  the  Ru les  agenda .   I  wou ld  ask  tha t  2 

a t  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  t ime tha t  we have  a  mot i on  to  3 

suspend the  ru les .  4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Kope l ,  and  a  6 

second?  A l l  those  in  favo r  o f  suspend ing  t he  7 

ru les  say  aye .  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 Any  opposed?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 The ru les  - -  t he  mot ion  ca r r i es .  12 

 The f i rs t  i t em i s  I t em A-36-1 2 .   I  t h ink ,  13 

Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  a re  you ready?  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Su re .   A -36-1 2 ,  a  15 

reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  the  d i rec to r  o f  Nass au 16 

Coun ty  O f f i ce  o f  Purchas ing  to  award  and  exe cu te  17 

a  cont rac t  be tween  the  County  o f  Nassau,  ac t ing  18 

on  beha l f  o f  the  Nassau Coun ty  Po l ice  Depar tment  19 

Commun ica t ions  Bureau and In te rg raph  Corpor a t i on .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  23 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  24 

 Who is  here  to  speak  on  th is  one ,  Mr .  25 
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May?    2 

 MR.  MAY:    Se rgean t  Gregory  S tephano f f  3 

f rom the  Po l i ce  Depar tment .   4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We lcome,  5 

Sergeant .  6 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Good a f te rnoon.   7 

Sergeant  Greg S tephano f f  f rom Nassau  County  8 

Po l i ce .  9 

 Th is  i s  to  execu te  a  purchase  orde r  10 

be tween the  Nassau  County  Po l i ce  Depar tment  and 11 

In te rg raph .   In te rgraph Coun te r  MS i s  ou r  12 

computer  a ided d ispa tch .   I t  t akes  i n  the  9 - 11  13 

ca l l s  f rom the  opera to rs ,  and  i t  a lso  ass is t s  the  14 

CB opera to rs  in  d i spatch ing  the  ca l l s ,  and i t ' s  15 

a l so  a  records  management  sys tem tha t  keeps  t rack  16 

o f  a l l  t he  ca l l s ,  as  we l l .  17 

 Th is  con t rac t  i s  f o r  24  hours ,  seven  day  18 

suppor t .   I t  a l so  prov ides  - -  inc ludes  19 

commerc ia l ,  o f f - the-she l f  so f tware ,  th i rd -pa r t y  20 

p roduc ts ,  cus tom in te r face  so f tware  se rv ice s ,  and 21 

mu l t i - vendor  se rv i ces .   In te rg raph  main tena nce  i s  22 

essent ia l  fo r  t he  un in te r rup ted  opera t ion  o f  t he  23 

Nassau  County  Po l i ce  Depar tmen t  9 -11  sys tem.    24 

 We use  th i s  sys tem up and runn ing  w i th  25 
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the  hu r r icane,  and  cur ren t ly  we ' re  a lso  ass i s t ing  2 

Long  Beach  in  tak ing  the  9 -11  ca l l s  and ass i s t ing  3 

them w i th  d i spa tch ing .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  o f  5 

the  Sergeant?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 There  be ing  none .   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  10 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  11 

 (Aye . )  12 

 Any  opposed?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Mo t ion  car r i es  unan imous ly .  15 

 A -38 -12,  a  reso lu t ion  au thor i z ing  the  16 

d i rec tor  o f  Nassau  County  Of f i ce  o f  Pu rchas ing  to  17 

award  and execu te  a  cont rac t  be tween  the  Cou nty  18 

o f  Nassau,  ac t i ng  on  beha l f  o f  Nassau Count y  19 

Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works  and  U l t imate  Pow er  20 

Inc .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    So  moved  by  24 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  25 
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 MR.  MAY:    We have  Mr .  Ken  Arno ld  f rom 2 

DPW.   3 

 Madam Cha i rwoman,  wou ld  we  a l so  be  ab le  4 

to  ca l l  A-40 ,  wh ich  Mr .  Arno ld  i s  he re  fo r  a s  5 

we l l ?  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    A-40 -12,  a  reso lu t ion  7 

au thor iz ing  the  d i rec tor  o f  Nassau  County  O f f i ce  8 

o f  Purchas ing  to  award  and  execu te  a  con t rac t  9 

be tween the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau ,  ac t i ng  on  beh a l f  o f  10 

Nassau  County  Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works  an d  11 

Looks  Grea t  Serv ice ,  I nc .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  A rno ld .  13 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Kenneth  Arno ld ,  Nassau  14 

Coun ty  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Works .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .   We need 16 

a  mo t ion  fo r  tha t  i t em.  17 

 Moved by  Leg is la to r  Dunne,  seconded by  18 

Leg is la to r  Kope l .  19 

 Okay .   Mr .  A rno ld .  20 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    A -38  i s  a  ma in t enance 21 

cont rac t  f o r  ou r  l a rge  a i r  cond i t i on ing  un i t s  22 

th roughout  the  county .   I t  suppor t s  ou r  23 

fac i l i t i es  management  peop le  i n  repa i r ing  a nd 24 

ma in ta in ing  these un i t s .  25 
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 A -40  i s  ou r  t ree  p run ing  and s tump 2 

remova l  cont rac t  t ha t  i s  used  on  t rees  and parks  3 

and coun ty  roads  tha t  a re  beyond  the  ab i l i t y  and  4 

equ ipmen t  o f  ou r  own  main tenance  fac i l i t ies .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  o f  6 

Mr .  Arno ld?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     They ' re  work ing  fo r  8 

us  r igh t  now?  9 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Looks  Grea t  i s  a lso  ou r  10 

debr is  management  cont rac tor ,  and,  yes ,  the y  have 11 

mu l t ip le  fo rces  ou t  do ing  debr is  remova l  on  12 

coun ty  roads  as  a  resu l t  o f  t he  hu r r icane,  a long  13 

w i th  our  own  ma in tenance  peop le ,  yes .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     A re  you  sa t is f i ed  15 

w i th  wha t  they ' re  do ing  r i gh t  now?  16 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yes .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Okay .   I t ' s  18 

impor tan t .   Thank you.  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Kope l .  20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Mr .  Arno ld ,  on  the  21 

a i r  cond i t ion ing ,  i t  says  exceeds 100,000.   By  22 

how much?  23 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    I  don ' t  have  the  exac t  24 

number  o f  wha t  our  annua l  ou t l ay  fo r  t h i s  25 
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cont rac tor  i s .  2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Are  we  au tho r i z ing  a  3 

m i l l ion ,  two  mi l l i on ,  o r  t en  m i l l i on?  4 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    I t ' s  a l l  based  on  what  5 

un i t s  go  down .   In  a  t yp ica l  yea r  we  w i l l  e xceed  6 

$100 ,000  in  main tenance.   Bu t  i t ' s  no t  i n  7 

m i l l ions  because  my budget  wou ldn ’ t  suppor t  8 

someth ing  tha t  l a rge .  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  th i s  i s  w i th in  10 

your  a l l oca ted  funds .  11 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Our  approved  budge t ,  yes .  12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Okay .   F ine .   You say  13 

you had two lower  b ids .   Were  these much  lo wer ,  14 

the  ones  tha t  were  d isqua l i f i ed  fo r  poor  15 

pe r fo rmance?   I  guess  i t ' s  on  an  hour l y  bas i s .  16 

 MR.  ARNOLD:     I 'm  cover ing  fo r  o the r  17 

peop le  today  because  we have  our  fo rces  ou t .   I 'm 18 

no t  su re  how much lower  those  b ids  were .   I  cou ld  19 

l ook  i n to  tha t  and  ge t  back  to  you .  20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Okay .   Thank  you .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  be l i eve  f rom 22 

the  backup  tha t  the  o the rs  were  den ied  p r im ar i l y  23 

because o f  a  poo r  pe r fo rmance  - -  24 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yes ,  t ha t ' s  co r rec t .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  2 

 Any  o the r  ques t i ons  f rom the  l eg is la to rs?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 I ’m go ing  to  ask  fo r  a  vo te  on  each o f  7 

these i t ems separa te ly .  8 

 I t em A-38-12 ,  a l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  9 

by  say ing  aye .  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 Any  opposed?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 The mo t ion  ca r r i es  unan imous ly .  14 

 I t em A-40,  a l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  I tem A-15 

40  s ign i fy  by  say ing  yes  o r  aye .  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Any  opposed?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 The mo t ion  ca r r i es  unan imous ly .  20 

 We have one more  i tem under  the  A 21 

cont rac ts ,  and tha t  i s  I tem A-39 -12.  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    A  reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  23 

the  d i rec tor  o f  Nassau  County  Of f i ce  o f  24 

Purchas ing  to  award  and execu te  a  cont rac t  25 
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be tween the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau ,  ac t i ng  on  beh a l f  o f  2 

the  Nassau  Coun ty  Cor rec t i ona l  Cen te r ,  and Cream-3 

O-Land  Da i r i es ,  LLC.  4 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  5 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  7 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  8 

 Mr .  May.  9 

 MR.  MAY:    Norma l l y  we  have Capta in  Ke i th  10 

Sa ther  f rom the  co r rec t i ons  fac i l i t y  t o  com e here  11 

today .   However ,  he  has  some med ica l  i ssues  tha t  12 

he  i s  hav ing  taken  care  o f  t oday ,  so  I  w i l l  be  13 

hand l i ng  ques t ions  on  th is  i t em.  14 

 Th is  i s  the  2013  da i ry  con t rac t  fo r  the  15 

j a i l .   The  vendor  w i l l  be  prov id ing  da i r y  16 

se rv ices  fo r  bo th  the  inmates  as  we l l  as  th e  17 

co r rec t i ons  o f f i ce rs .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  o f  19 

Mr .  May?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 There  be ing  none .   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  24 

th is  i tem s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 Any  opposed?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 Mo t ion  car r i es  unan imous ly .  5 

 Now,  I 'm  go ing  to  ask  fo r  a  mo t ion  to  un -6 

tab le  I t em E-175 .   Mot ion  to  un- tab le  th is  i tem,  7 

p lease?  8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  11 

Leg is la to r  Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Du nne .  12 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  un - tab l i ng  E -175  13 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  14 

 (Aye . )  15 

 Any  opposed?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Read  the  i tem fo r  us ,  Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  p lease .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    A  reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  19 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  execu te  a  pe rsona l  20 

se rv ices  agreement  be tween  the  County  o f  Na ssau 21 

ac t i ng  on  beha l f  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  22 

Works  and Hazen  & Sawyer .  P .C .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  need  a  mot ion  24 

fo r  the  i t em,  p lease .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  4 

Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  5 

Kope l .  6 

 Any  ques t ions  f rom the  l eg is la to rs?  7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I s  anyone  he re?  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Anybody he re  to  9 

speak on  th i s  i t em?  Mr .  A rno ld ,  a re  you  he r e  fo r  10 

th is  as  we l l ?  11 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Th is  i tem is  fo r  12 

cons t ruc t i on  management  se rv i ces  fo r  t he  d i ges te r  13 

c lean ing  con t rac t  a t  Bay  Park .   The consu l t an t  14 

w i l l  p rov ide  res iden t  eng ineer ing  and inspe c to rs  15 

wh i l e  the  depar tment  has  a  sp ec ia l  con t rac to r  16 

c lean ou t  the  d iges ters ,  wh ich  i s  c r i t i ca l  f o r  17 

p lan t  opera t i on .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Kope l  19 

I 'm su re  has  a  ques t ion  o f  you ,  Mr .  Arno ld .  20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Yeah .   Be ing  tha t  the  21 

Bay Park  was  subs tan t i a l l y  knocked  out  o f  se rv ice  22 

a t  t h i s  po in t ,  wha t  does  tha t  do  to  th is  23 

cont rac t?    Can  th is  con t rac t  p roceed 24 

s imu l taneous ly  w i th  f i x i ng  the  p lan t?   Has i t  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  16 Rules Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

been  made worse  by  the  s i t ua t i on?   Can you  g i ve  2 

me  a  fee l  fo r  t h is?  3 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    D iscuss ions  are  ongo ing  4 

r i gh t  now whe the r  we  w i l l  exp ed i te  th i s  con t rac t  5 

and s ta r t  i t  immed ia te ly ,  wh i l e  the  p lan t  i s  6 

ac tua l l y  i n  l im i ted  se rv ice  because there  w i l l  be  7 

l ess  d is rup t i ons  as  we  do th i s  work .   So  th e re  i s  8 

a  good  chance  tha t  we ' l l  be  i n i t ia t i ng  th is  9 

cont rac t  t h i s  week  o r  nex t ,  t o  move i t  f o rw ard .  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Of f  the  sub jec t  a  11 

l i t t le  b i t .   Bu t  how i s  tha t  go ing  the re  a t  the  12 

p lan t?   Do  you have any  good  in te l l i gence o n  13 

tha t?  14 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Bay  Park  has  i n f luen t  f l ow  15 

r i gh t  now.   We ' re  pump ing sewage  th rough  th e  16 

p lan t ,  ch lo r i na t ing  i t ,  and d i scha rg ing  i t  i n to  17 

Reyno ld ' s  Channe l  and East  Rockaway Channe l .   We  18 

have  mul t i p le  eng ineers  and cont rac tors  on  the  19 

s i te  per fo rm ing  Yeoman 's  work  to  ge t  t he  p l an t  20 

up .   As  DEC to ld  us ,  i t ' s  mi racu lous  wha t  w e  got  21 

accomp l i shed  so  fa r ,  knowing  the  cond i t i on  o f  the  22 

p lan t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Do  we have  any  i dea 24 

how long  i t  m igh t  take  to  ge t  th is  ope ra t in g  25 
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reasonab ly  we l l ?  2 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    A t  t h i s  po in t ,  I  wou ld  3 

hes i ta te  to  say  any th ing .   I  wou ld  j us t  say  tha t  4 

power ' s  be ing  res tored .   O f  the  s i x  subs ta t i ons  5 

on  the  p lan t ,  I  th ink  we  have  power  now a t  f ou r  6 

o f  t he  s ix  and one  o ther  one  shou ld  come on  7 

today .  8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    And we 've  go t  on -s i t e  9 

genera t i on  as  we l l .  10 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    We have - -  i t ' s  a l ready  11 

ons i te  genera t i on .   There  is  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Most ly .  13 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    The p lan t  i s  be ing  powered  14 

by  backup genera to rs .   The  b ig  i ssue  we had  a t  15 

the  p lan t  was  wa te r  ge t t ing  i n to  swi tch  gea r ,  16 

subs ta t i ons ,  and  motors .   The  subs ta t i ons ,  o f  the  17 

s i x ,  I  be l ieve  fou r  o r  f i ve  w i l l  be  up  and 18 

runn ing  a t  t he  end  o f  today .   Now we  need to  go  19 

th rough each  p iece  o f  equ ipmen t  and dry  ou t  and 20 

assess  the  damage to  each p iece  o f  equ ipmen t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    R igh t .   Thank you.  22 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Jus t  on  tha t  l i ne ,  23 

i f  I  may .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Leg is la to r  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  18 Rules Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

Dunne.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Do we  take  Long  3 

Beach ' s  sewage a lso  or  no?  4 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    We do no t  take  Long Beach 5 

sewage .   Ac tua l l y ,  we send  some sewage  to  L ong  6 

Beach ou t  o f  ou r  L ido  area .   Tha t  i s  a lso  7 

someth ing  - -  ongo ing  d iscuss i ons  w i th  the  pe op le  8 

there .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     The  reason I  say  10 

th is  i s  tha t  when I  saw on  te lev is ion ,  you s ee  11 

the  devas ta t i on  o f  t he  beach ,  cove red a lmos t  the  12 

who le  is land  and  par ts  o f  o the r  pa r t s  o f  Na ssau 13 

Coun ty .   The  sand f rom the  beach  i s  a  lo t  m ore  14 

f i ne  than the  sand  tha t  we  use  on  the  roads  fo r  15 

t rac t i on  i n  the  w in ter .   The  g r i t  tanks  are  fo r  16 

the  sand  f rom the  roads ,  r igh t?   Tha t  f i ne  s and,  17 

i s  t ha t  go ing  to  be  ab le  to  go  th rough  and cause  18 

p rob lems  w i th  ou r  gears  fu r the r  down  the  ro ad,  19 

fu r the r  down  the  p rocess?  20 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    A t  t h i s  po in t ,  I ' d  have to  21 

take  tha t  back  to  the  team o f  the  impacts  o f  t ha t  22 

sand .   We ' re  f i nd ing  tha t  even  our  t ra f f i c  23 

cont ro l  equ ipmen t  i s  f u l l  o f  sand down in  L ong  24 

Beach and Is land  Park .   So  I  wou ld  th ink  sa nd in  25 
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the  sys tem i s  someth ing  tha t ' s  go ing  to  nee d  to  2 

be  f lushed  ou t  and  c leaned ,  a long w i th  our  3 

d ra inage  sys tems  and  our  t ra f f i c  equ ipment ,  a l so .   4 

Sand 's  go ing  to  be  a  huge issue fo r  us  down  in  5 

tha t  a rea .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     I t ' s  a  to ta l l y  7 

d i f f e ren t  k ind  o f  sand  than we  use  on  the  r oad .   8 

I  don ' t  know i f  the  gr i t  t anks  a re  equ ipped  to  do  9 

tha t .   Wou ld  you  f ind  ou t  fo r  me  and  le t  me  know? 10 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    I f  no t  t he  g r i t  tanks ,  t he  11 

p r imary  tanks  w i l l  p ick  up  tha t  sand .   The 12 

p r imary  tanks  take  much l i gh te r  ma te r ia l  an d  13 

se t t le  i t  ou t .   Once  those  a re  up  and runn i ng  - -  14 

i f  t he  sand passes  th rough  the  g r i t  tank ,  w h ich  15 

i s  f o r  l a rge r  pa r t i c les ,  t he  p r imary  tanks  o r  16 

even  the  f ina l  t anks ,  in  tha t  ma t te r ,  w i l l  17 

co l l ec t  the  sand  a t  the  end.  18 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Okay .   Thank you.  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  20 

Abrahams.  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Hey ,  Ken.   How are  22 

you?   I  jus t  have some b r ie f  ques t ions .   23 

Obv ious l y ,  I  wan t  to  p iggyback  on  what  Leg i s la to r  24 

Dunne had s ta r ted  to  d iscuss  and  wha t  Leg is la to r  25 
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Kope l  had s ta r ted  ta lk ing  to  i n  rega rds  to  the  2 

opera t ion  o f  the  ac tua l  fac i l i t y .  3 

 Th is  par t i cu la r  cont rac t ,  wh ich  is  f o r  4 

the  d iges ter  c lean ing  as  we l l  as  the  repa i r  5 

cont rac t ,  th i s  t ype  o f  serv i ce  tha t ' s  be ing  6 

p rov ided ,  when was  the  l as t  t ime  th i s  was d one?  7 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    I  guess  the  c lean ing  a t  the  8 

p lan ts  p robab ly  has  no t  been  done,  I  wan t  t o  say  9 

i n  the  m id  to  ea r l y  90 's .  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    M id  to  ea r l y  90 's?  11 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yes .  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I t ' s  recommended 13 

tha t  i t  shou ld  be  done  - -  wha t 's  t he  f requen cy?  14 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Every  ten  years .  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So we ' re  abou t  ten  16 

years  o f f?  17 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yes .   One prob lem we  have 18 

w i th  d iges te r  c lean ing ,  i t  i n te r rup ts  a  lo t  o f  19 

p lan t  p rocesses .   There ' s  a  t ime  to  do  i t  a nd a  20 

t ime  not  t o  do  i t .   Bay  Park ,  in  the  l as t  t h ree  21 

years ,  we ' ve  been address ing  o ther  i ssues  a t  t he  22 

p lan t  tha t  needed to  come be fo re  the  d iges t e rs  23 

were  c leaned .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So,  we  went  25 
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th rough a  coup le  o f  pe r iods  when  the  d iges t e rs  2 

shou ld  have been  done and weren ' t .   Was the re  a  3 

t ime  when we  had  to  ta lk  abou t  repa i r i ng  th em? 4 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    D iges ter  c lean ing  has  been  5 

on  the  agenda  fo r  Bay  Park  and  Cedar  Creek  f o r  6 

the  las t  coup le  o f  yea rs .   I t ' s  jus t  a  mat t e r  o f  7 

t im ing ,  on  when  we  cou ld  ge t  ou t  t he re  and do  8 

them w i thout  in te r rup t ing  o the r  p rocesses  t ha t  9 

re ly  on  d iges te rs .  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Wha t  I 'm - -  i s  i t  11 

an  i ssue  tha t  we ' re  t r y ing  to  c lean someth i ng  12 

tha t  shou ld  be  rep laced?  13 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    No .   The  tanks ,  themse lves ,  14 

a re  conc re te  tanks .   They  wou ld  no t  be  rep l aced.   15 

I f  any  equ ipmen t  i s  ins ide  those  d iges te rs  tha t  16 

have  a  sho r te r  l i f e  than  the  tanks ,  tha t  w i l l  be  17 

eva lua ted  as  pa r t  o f  t h i s  and  wou ld  be  addr essed .   18 

I f  a  hea t  exchanger  o r  va lue  o r  any th ing  in  the  19 

tank  tha t  needs  to  be  taken ca re  o f ,  i t  w i l l  be  20 

done  as  pa r t  o f  th is  con t rac t .   Bu t  the  mai n  21 

focus  o f  t he  con t rac t  i s  t o  ge t  a l l  the  mat e r ia l  22 

ou t  o f  t hose  tanks ,  rece r t i f y  the  tanks ,  an d  pu t  23 

them back  in  se rv i ce .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  see .   I  see .   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  22 Rules Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

Thank you.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  A rno ld ,  you 3 

sa id  tha t  the  c lean ing  p rocess  shou ld  be  ta ken  4 

ca re  o f  every  ten  years .   I t  seems  tha t  i t ' s  we l l  5 

overdue.   The  las t  t ime we  were  supposed  to  do  6 

th is  shou ld  have  been in  2002 ,  cor rec t?  7 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Approx imate l y ,  yes .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Hope fu l l y  we ' l l  9 

s tay  on  i t  t h is  t ime .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  11 

I  have  a  qu ick  ques t ion .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Su re .   Mr .  W ink .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  A rno ld ,  a re  the  14 

d iges ters  cu r ren t l y  in  ope ra t i on  a t  a l l?  15 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Cur ren t l y ,  a t  Bay  Park  16 

there  are  no  processes  i n  ope ra t ion  o the r  t han  17 

in f l uent  pump ing  and  ch lo r ina t ion .   Pr io r  t o  the  18 

s to rm,  yes ,  t he  d iges ters  were  i n  opera t ion .   19 

The i r  capac i t y  was  no t  100  pe rcent  o f ,  you  know,  20 

me thane produc t ion .   They  were  do ing  the i r  j obs .   21 

Remember ,  we  have redundan t  equ ipmen t  a t  th e  22 

p lan t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Do we?  24 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yes .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  mean,  I  know one o f  2 

the  prob lems  ove r  the  years  h as  been  the  3 

redundancy  has  k ind  o f  f a l len  away .  4 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    We ' re  u t i l i z ing  more  o f  the  5 

redundancy  than  we  wan t  to ,  wh ich  is  why  we  need  6 

to  ge t  t hese  th ings  c leaned.  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wha t  i s  t he  t imef rame?  8 

I f  t h i s  cont rac t  i s  approved  today ,  what 's  t he  9 

t ime f rame fo r  t he  work  to  be  done and w i l l  i t  be  10 

w i th in  a  su f f i c i en t  pe r iod  o f  t ime  to  ge t  t he  11 

t rea tmen t  p lan t  back  up  and runn ing?  12 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    The d iges ter  work  is  13 

assoc ia ted  w i th  the  hu r r icane  issue bu t  no t  14 

d i rec t ly  t ied  to  i t .   We  wou ld  l ook  to  take  the  15 

use o f  t he  fac t  tha t  t he  p lan t  i s  down .   16 

Remember ,  any th ing  tha t  we  do  a t  t he  p lan t ,  the  17 

p lan t ' s  up  and runn ing  a t  100  pe rcen t  requ i res  18 

what  we ca l l  MOPUM, opera t ion  me thods.   I f  you  19 

take  someth ing  down,  i t  impac ts  someth ing  e l se .   20 

Work ing  on  the  d iges te rs ,  the re ' s  a  lo t  o f  21 

coord ina t i on  w i th  o the r  th ings  tha t  have  to  22 

happen .   Be ing  tha t  the  p lan t  i s  t o ta l l y  ou t  o f  23 

se rv ice ,  we can  ge t  some o f  t h is  work  done more  24 

exped i t i ous l y  than  we wou ld  have  o therw ise ,  wh ich  25 
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i s  why  we ' re  look ing  to  take  th i s  oppor tun i t y  to  2 

move  fo rward  now.  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Thank  you  very  much ,  4 

Mr .  Arno ld .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  o the r  6 

l eg i s la to r?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 There  be ing  none .   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  11 

th is  i tem s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Any  opposed?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 Mo t ion  car r i es  unan imous ly .  16 

 We w i l l  now recess .   And  the  nex t  17 

commi t tee  is  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty ,  I  be l i eve .   Tha nk 18 

you.  19 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  recessed  20 

a t  3 :31  p .m. )  21 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  22 

reconvened  a t  4 :52  p .m. )  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:     We w i l l  24 

reconvene.  25 
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 W i th  the  perm iss ion  o f  t he  M inor i t y ,  we 2 

w i l l  b lock  a  number  o f  i tems  wh ich  have gon e  3 

th rough the  d i f f e ren t  commi t tees ,  and the  4 

tes t imony f rom those  commi t tees  ce r ta in l y  w i l l  be  5 

pa r t  o f  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  6 

 We beg in  w i th  I t em 650 ,  and hope fu l l y  I  7 

don ' t  have  to  read  the  i tem.   Okay .  8 

 650-12 ,  a  reso lu t i on ;  651,  an o ther  9 

reso lu t i on ;  652 ,  ano ther  reso lu t ion ;  I 'm  go ing  10 

th rough these  as  qu ick ly  as  I  can .   653-12,  654,  11 

655,  656  I 'm  go ing  to  ho ld  because  tha t  one  was 12 

vo ted  four  to  th ree ,  so  I 'm no t  inc lud ing  t ha t  13 

one.   I  w i l l  ca l l  tha t  separa te l y .   657,  65 8 ,  14 

659,  660 ,  661 ,  662 ,  663,  and  665 ,  666,  667,  668,  15 

670,  and  tha t ' s  i t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Norma?  Excuse me .   17 

Cou ld  you jus t  men t ion  tha t  I 'm he re .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wi th  p leasure .   19 

Abso lu te ly .   N i ce  to  see  you ,  Judy .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Good to  see  you ,  21 

too .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs 23 

i s  here .  24 

 A l l  those i t ems  tha t  I  ca l led ,  p lease,  25 
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someone make  a  mot ion .  2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  by  5 

Leg is la to r  Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  6 

N ico le l l o .  7 

 S ince  we  had  d i scuss ion  and I  asked fo r  8 

a l l  the  tes t imony f rom the  p rev ious  commi t te e  to  9 

be  i ncorpo ra ted  in to  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  10 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  are  the  minu tes  11 

o f  t he  November  5 ,  2012,  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty  Comm i t tee  12 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em Numbers  665 ,  657,  658 ,  13 

659,  660 ,  661 ,  662 ,  663,  665 ,  666,  667 ,  and  668-14 

12 . )  15 

 The f i rs t  i t em on th is  commi t tee  i s  I t em 16 

655;  i t ' s  an  ord inance  supp lemen ta l  to  the  annua l  17 

approp r ia t ion  o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  18 

O f f i ce  o f  the  D is t r i c t  A t to rney .  19 

 And we  have f rom the  d is t r i c t  a t to rney 's  20 

o f f i ce?  21 

 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  Bob  McManus .  22 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    May I  have  a  mot ion  on  23 

th is  i tem? 24 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  27 Rules Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Rose  Walke r  i s  t he  3 

mo t ion ,  Joe Be les i  seconded i t .  4 

 MR.  MCMANUS:    Good a f te rnoon .   Th is  i tem 5 

i s  a  supp lementa l  approp r ia t i on  fo r  $17,000  in  6 

g ran t  fund ing  fo r  the  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  7 

to  p rov ide  suppor t  f o r  academic  en r i chment  8 

p rog rams  fo r  ch i ld ren  f rom Hemps tead  V i l lag e  9 

du r ing  a f te r -schoo l  hours  to  hopefu l l y  de te r  10 

these ch i l d ren  f rom gang  invo lvement  and  o th er  11 

un lawfu l  and  ha rmfu l  ac t iv i t i es .  12 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Exce l l en t .   Thank you.  13 

 A re  there  any  ques t ions  f rom any  14 

l eg i s la to r?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 There  be ing  none .   A l l  i n  favo r  ind i ca te  19 

by  say ing  aye .  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Any  aga ins t?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 So  ru les .   I t  w i l l  be  passed  on to  24 

F inance.  25 
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 MR.  MCMANUS:    Thank  you .  2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Thank you.  3 

 The nex t  i tem i s  I tem 657,  an  ord inance 4 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i ons  5 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  po l i ce  6 

depar tment .  7 

 We have one o the r  po l i ce  i tem,  so  we ' l l  8 

ca l l  t hem bo th  a t  the  same t ime.  9 

 658,  a lso ,  wh ich  i s  an  o rd inance  10 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  11 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  po l i ce  12 

depar tment .  13 

 We have a  mo t ion  by  Joe Be les i ,  seconded  14 

by?  15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  16 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Norma Gonsa lves .  17 

 F i rs t  we ' l l  go  ove r  657.   Who  do  we have?  18 

 MR.  MAY:    Se rgean t  Greg  S tephanof f .  19 

 MR.  CONROY:    Bob Conroy  f rom OMB.   Th is  20 

supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i on  i s  jus t  requ i red  21 

because i t ' s  pa r t  o f  a  boa rd  t rans fe r  where  funds  22 

were  t rans fe r red  - -  approp r ia t ions  were  23 

t rans fer red  be tween funds .  24 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Okay .   And  tha t ' s?  25 
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 MR.  CONROY:    The board  t rans fer ' s  670 -2 

12 ;  i t ' s  t ha t  number .   3 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Now,  tha t ' s  on  657 .   4 

A re  there  any  ques t ions  f rom any  l eg is la to rs ?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah .  6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Leg is la to r  Dav id  7 

Denenberg .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You can ca l l  me 9 

Dave ,  tha t ' s  f i ne .   Anyway .  10 

 Th is  i s  no t  670 -12 ,  s i r .   Th i s  i s  657-12 .  11 

 MR.  CONROY:    Cor rec t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  th i s  i s  an  13 

$8 .9  m i l l i on  supp lemen ta l  app rop r ia t ion  to  cover  14 

po l i ce  ove r t ime ,  f r i nge bene f i t ,  gaso l ine ,  15 

au tomobi le  re la ted  expenses,  rad io  and  16 

te lecommun ica t i on ,  ambulance  b i l l i ng ,  and l ab  17 

tes t ing ,  cor rec t?  18 

 MR.  CONROY:    Cor rec t ,  yeah.  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And th is  i s  a l l  20 

be fo re  the  s to rm.   Th is  i s  an  i t em tha t ' s  n o t  21 

s to rm re la ted ,  cor rec t?  22 

 MR.  CONROY:    That 's  cor rec t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  the  - -  24 

where ' s  the  money coming  f rom?  Jus t  so  you  25 
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unders tand ,  you  conf i rmed where  i t ' s  go ing ,  and 2 

most  o f  i t ' s  ove r t ime,  f r i nge  bene f i ts ,  and  the  3 

res t  o f  i t  i s  f o r  lab  tes t ing ,  ambulance  b i l l i ng ,  4 

e tce te ra .   I  thought  ambulance  b i l l i ng  ac tua l l y  5 

m igh t  make  us  money.   Bu t  mos t  o f  th is  i s  f o r  6 

po l i ce  ove r t ime .   I  jus t  wan t  to  know where  i t ' s  7 

coming  f rom.  8 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    W i th  respec t  to  9 

the  ambu lance  b i l l i ng ,  i t  does  make us  mone y ,  bu t  10 

the  money goes  in  the  revenue  s ide  and  we ha ve  to  11 

pay  i t  on  the  cont rac tua l  s ide .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  unders tand .   13 

Bu t  I 'm jus t  look ing  a t  8 .9  m i l l ion ,  and  th e  vas t  14 

ma jo r i t y  o f  t ha t ' s  t o  cove r  over t ime  and  f r i nge 15 

bene f i ts .  16 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Th i s  was go ing  to  17 

be  a  t rans fe r  f o r  - -  j us t  to  cover  yea r -end .   We 18 

had a  few shor t fa l l s .   I t  was  acce le ra ted  b ecause 19 

o f  t he  hur r i cane .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ac tua l l y ,  th is  21 

was f i led  be fore  the  hur r i cane  the  gen t lema n  to  22 

your  l e f t  - -  wha t  was your  na me aga in?   I 'm  so r ry  23 

i f  I  have i t  wrong .  24 

 MR.  CONROY:    Bob Conroy .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bob Conway?  2 

 MR.  CONROY:    Conroy .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I ’m  sor ry ,  4 

Mr .  Conroy .   Mr .  Conroy  jus t  sa id  and conf i rmed 5 

tha t  t h i s  was  be fo re  the  s to rm.  6 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Yes .   I t  was  a  7 

schedu led  t rans fer  t o  cove r  year -end  sho r ta ges .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  you jus t  sa id  9 

i t  had  to  do  w i th  the  s to rm.   Th is  was  f i le d  - -  10 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    No.   I t  was  11 

acce le ra ted  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oc tober  22 .  13 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    We jus t  14 

acce le ra ted  i t  t o  cove r  th is  l eg  ca lendar .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I t  was  16 

f i led  on  October  22 .   Do  you  d isag ree?  17 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    No.  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The s to rm was 19 

a f te r  Oc tober  22 ,  was i t  no t?  20 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Yes .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So,  aga in ,  22 

where  is  t he  money  coming f rom? 23 

 MR.  CONROY:    U l t ima te ly ,  f rom the  24 

genera l  fund .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    The genera l  fund  2 

debt  serv i ce  cha rge backs ,  co r rec t?   3 

 MR.  CONROY:    That 's  cor rec t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The debt  serv i ce .   5 

That  wou ld  be  f rom bond ing  e i the r  tha t  d idn ' t  6 

happen  o r  was  over  budge ted? 7 

 MR.  CONROY:   Yeah.   Over  budge ted.   The 8 

bo r row ing ' s  l ess  than budgeted  and  a t  lower  9 

ra tes .  10 

 MR.  MAY:    Excuse me .   Leg is la to r  11 

Denenberg ,  I  jus t  wanted  to  po in t  ou t  fo r  t h e  12 

reco rd  tha t  t he  i t em was  f i l ed  on  Oc tober  3 1 ,  no t  13 

on  October  22 .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The da te  on  the  15 

i t em i s  Oc tober  22 .   The  request  - -  okay .   You ' re  16 

r i gh t .   I t  wasn ' t  f i l ed .   The  da te  o f  the  r eques t  17 

i s  October  22 ,  2012.  18 

 MR.  MAY:    I  don ’ t  d ispu te  tha t .   I 'm 19 

jus t  say ing  you  are  s ta t ing  fo r  the  reco rd  tha t  20 

i t  was  f i l ed  on  Oc tober  22 .   I t  was  f i led  o n  21 

Oc tober  31  - -  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   I  t h ink  I  23 

sa id  the  da te  o f  t he  request  was  October  22 .   Bu t  24 

i f  t he  record 's  wrong,  I ' l l  say  i t  aga in .   Am I  25 
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co r rec t  tha t  the  da te  o f  t he  request  was  Oc tober  2 

22?  3 

 MR.  MAY:    The da te  o f  t he  request  wou ld  4 

be  October  22 .   5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  my  concern  is ,  6 

pa r t i cu la r ly  how much o f  t h i s  goes  to  over t ime ,  7 

sa la ry ,  and bene f i ts  o f  the  8 .9 ,  based  on t he  8 

b reakout  i s  we l l  above  wha t  Mr .  Su l l i van  sa id  a t  9 

the  las t  budget  rev iew  hear ing ,  wh ich  was - -  I  10 

th ink  i t  was  ea r ly  Augus t ,  f i r s t  week o f  Au gus t .   11 

Th is  i s  way above what  was  an t ic ipa ted  l ess  than  12 

th ree  months  ago .  13 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Po in t  made .   I t ' s  14 

coming  ou t  o f  t he  genera l  fun d .   The  po in t  w as  15 

made .   Any  o the r  ques t ions ,  Mr .  Denenberg?  16 

Anyth ing  e lse? 17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  had  no  o ther  18 

ques t ions .   I  - -  19 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  20 

do  you  wan t  to  ask  someth ing?  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    th ink  Mr .  Wink  22 

m igh t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I  added what  I  24 

had to  add .   Thank  you .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Okay .   Thank  you .  2 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  5 

by  say ing  aye .  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Any  aga ins t?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 So  ru led .  10 

 Now we  have a  second  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   You  have to  12 

l e t  us  vo te .   You sa id  a l l  i n  favo r?   Yes .    13 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    I  sa id  a l l  aga ins t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We abs ta in .   And  15 

the  reason  why we ' re  abs ta in ing  is  we 'd  l i ke  Mr .  16 

Su l l i van  a t  Fu l l  Leg  to  exp la in  why we ' re  s o  fa r  17 

over  wha t  he  had  sa id  a t  t he  budge t  rev iew 18 

hear ing  in  Augus t .   I f  i t ' s  l a te  Ju l y ,  I ' l l  s tand 19 

co r rec ted .   The  las t  budge t  rev iew  hear ing .  20 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    So  no ted .  21 

 Your  exp lana t ion ,  was tha t  j us t  657 or  i s  22 

tha t  658  a lso? 23 

 MR.  MAY:    658 ' s  a  g ran t  t ha t  we ' re  24 

ge t t ing  money  fo r .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  35 Rules Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Now we ' re  go ing  to  vo te  2 

on  the  g ran t .  3 

 Any  ques t ions  on  the  g ran t?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 I s  t he re  any  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Denn is ,  d id  you 7 

ca l l  658?  8 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Yes ,  we ca l l ed  them 9 

bo th  togethe r .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Sor ry .  11 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Any  ques t ions  on  658 ,  12 

the  gran t?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  17 

by  say ing  aye .  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 Any  aga ins t?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 I  guess  i t ' s  unan imous .   Okay .  24 

 Now,  I tem 659-12 ,  an  o rd inance  25 
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supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i ons  2 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  O f f i ce  o f  3 

Emergency  Management .  4 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  7 

Norma Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Ros e  8 

Wa lker .  9 

 Okay .   Who  do  we  have to  speak  on  the  10 

i t em? 11 

 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  E r i c  Zausner  f rom the  12 

O f f i ce  o f  Emergency  Management .  13 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Okay .  14 

 MR.  ZAUSMER:    Good a f te rnoon ,  15 

l eg i s la to rs .   Th is  i s  a  - -  E r i c  Zausner ,  Of f i ce  16 

o f  Emergency  Management .   Th i s  i s  a  g ran t  t ha t  17 

Commiss ioner  Kra f t  was  ab le  to  secure  fo r  o u r  18 

haza rd  m i t iga t i on  prog ram.   FEMA requ i res  t ha t  we 19 

have  a  hazard  m i t i ga t i on  p rog ram in  p lace ,  a  p lan  20 

i n  p lace ,  and  th is  i s  a  $205 ,000  g ran t  so  t ha t  we 21 

may h i re  vendor  to  wr i te  the  p lan .   I t  r equ i res  a  22 

25% match ,  wh ich  w i l l  be  made  up  w i th  ou r  ow n 23 

in te rna l  s ta f f i ng .  24 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    I s  t he re  any  ques t ion  25 
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f rom any  o f  t he  leg i s la to rs?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  6 

i nd i ca te  by  say ing  aye .  7 

 (Aye . )  8 

 Any  aga ins t?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 There  be ing  none ,  i t ' s  unan imous .  13 

 Be fo re  you  go ,  E r i c ,  Leg is la to r  Rose  14 

Wa lker  wou ld  l i ke  to  make a  qu ick  comment .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I  j us t  want  to  share  16 

w i th  you ,  Er i c .   Thank  you  so  much  fo r  a l l  t he  17 

work  you 've  been  do ing  a t  OEM.   I  cou ld  te l l  you  18 

tha t  E r i c  d idn ' t  have a  beard  be fo re  the  s t o rm,  19 

and he  hasn ' t  had much  t ime to  be  home.  20 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    S t i l l  w i thout  power ,  21 

Leg is la to r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I  unders tand tha t ,  23 

as  I  am and many  o f  the  o the r  leg i s la to rs  a l so .   24 

Bu t  p lease  jus t  share  tha t  w i th  everybody t here .   25 
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I  know they ' re  pu t t i ng  i n  coun t less  hours .   I t  2 

j us t  g ives  me  an  oppor tun i ty  to  thank  you a nd le t  3 

you pass  tha t  on  to  them.  4 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I  w i l l  do  tha t .   Thank you 5 

ve ry  much.  6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Thank you,  Leg is la to r  7 

Wa lker .  8 

 Nex t  i tem is  I t em 660-12 ,  i t ' s  an  9 

o rd inance supp lementa l  t o  the  annua l  10 

approp r ia t ion  o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  11 

Depar tment  o f  C iv i l  Se rv ice .  12 

 Do  I  have a  mot ion  on  i t ?  13 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  14 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  15 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Leg is la to r  Walke r ,  16 

seconded  by  Norma Gonsa lves ,  Ac t ing  Pres id i ng  17 

O f f i ce r  Gonsa lves .  18 

 Who do  we have here?  19 

 MR.  MAY:    C iv i l  Serv i ce  Commiss ione r  20 

Car l  Camp.  21 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Car l .   Mr .  Kampe ,  I 'm 22 

so r ry .  23 

 MR.  KAMPE:    Mr .  Dunne ,  how a re  you,  s i r?  24 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Good .    And  th is  i s  25 
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w i th  re fe rence to?  2 

 MR.  KAMPE:    Th i s  i s  ac tua l l y  money be ing  3 

pu t  back  i n to  my  budge t  in  o rder  fo r  me to  pay  4 

fo r  the  process  o f  t he  Nassau  Coun ty  po l i ce  exam,  5 

wh ich  we  a re  ho ld ing  i n  December  o f  th is  ye a r .   6 

I t  i s  ba lanced by  revenue.   We have a l ready  taken 7 

i n  app rox ima te l y  $1 .8  mi l l ion  in  fees  fo r  t he  8 

examinat ion .   Bu t  we  need th i s  money  now in  o rde r  9 

to  pay  fo r  d i f f e ren t  t ypes  o f  th ings  tha t  a re  10 

necessary  in  o rder  to  ho ld  the  exam,  such a s  the  11 

ren t ing  o f  t ab les ,  cha i r s .   We ' re  go ing  to  use  12 

the  Co l i seum and  we ' re  go ing  to  use  the  13 

exh ib i t i on  ha l l  in  t he  Co l iseum,  fo r  wh ich  we ' re  14 

pay ing  no  ren t ,  by  the  way .   But  t he re  a re  cos ts  15 

there .   Because  o f  t he  un ions  invo lved ,  we can ' t  16 

have  our  own  secur i t y ,  e tce te ra ,  e tce tera .   So  17 

th is  money  i s  reques ted  to  be  t rans fer red  i n to  my 18 

codes so  tha t  we  can  pay  the  agenc ies  tha t  w e ' re  19 

go ing  to  need  in  o rder  to  do  th i s  po l i ce  ex am.  20 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Exce l l en t .   So  i t ' s  21 

go ing  fo r  the  exam and  i t ' s  coming  f rom mon ies  22 

tha t  you  a l ready  b rought  i n  th rough your  23 

depar tment .  24 

 MR.  KAMPE:    The  mon ies  tha t  we a l ready  25 
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have  b rought  in  w i l l  be  ba lanced  as  revenue s .  2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Te r r i f i c .   A re  the re  3 

any  ques t ions  f rom any  l eg is la to rs?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  8 

i nd i ca te  by  say ing  aye .  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  aga ins t?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 There  be ing  none ,  i t ' s  unan imous .   I t  15 

ge ts  passed onto  F inance .  16 

 We ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  I t em Number  661-12  17 

and 662-12  toge the r .   They  a re  bo th  w i th  th e  18 

med ica l  examine r .   Wai t  a  minu te .   No,  no ,  n o ,  19 

no ,  no .   My m is take .   My  m is take .  20 

 661 we ' re  go ing  to  do  now,  and  tha t ' s  an  21 

o rd inance supp lementa l  t o  the  annua l  22 

approp r ia t ions  o rd inance  in  connec t ion  w i th  the  23 

f i re  commiss ione r .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Rose  Walke r  made  the  3 

mo t ion ,  seconded  by  Norma Gonsa lves .  4 

 Who do  we have here?  5 

 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  norma l l y  we  6 

wou ld  have  Carey  Wel t  f rom the  F i re  Commiss ion  7 

he re  to  speak  on  these  i tems .   However ,  as  you  8 

can imag ine ,  they  are  s t re tched ra ther  th in  r i gh t  9 

now.   I ' l l  be  happy to  t ry  to  answer  any  10 

ques t ions  tha t  I  can  on  th is  i tem.   I f  I  ca nno t  11 

answer  those  ques t ions ,  I  w i l l  ge t  t he  answ ers  to  12 

you pr io r  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  13 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    I  have  no  ob jec t ion ,  as  14 

l ong  as  there  a re  no  ques t ions  ove r  your  he ad.   15 

Does  anybody  have any  ques t ions  on  - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  had  one.  17 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Yes .   Leg is la to r  18 

Denenberg .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you,  20 

Cha i rman .  21 

 I s  i t  tha t  we  have  more  peop l e  i n  the  22 

f i re  commiss ion?   Why wou ld  we  be over  on  t he  23 

sa la ry  l ine  i n  the  f i r e  commiss ion?  D id  we  h i re  24 

more  commiss ione rs?  25 
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 MR.  MAY:   I  wou ld  have  to  f i nd  ou t  t he  2 

exac t  answer  to  tha t  ques t ion ,  s i r .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oh .   I  guess  4 

tha t ' s  my ques t ion .  5 

 MR.  MAY:    And I  can  cer ta in l y  ge t  t ha t  6 

to  you  be fore  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you.  8 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Okay .   Any  o ther  9 

ques t i ons?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  14 

by  say ing  aye .  15 

 (Aye . )  16 

 Any  aga ins t?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Unan imous.  21 

 The nex t  two  i t ems  a re  the  ones  tha t  a re  22 

g rouped toge the r ,  and they  ar e  bo th  w i th  the  23 

med ica l  examine r .  24 

 I t em 662-12,  an  ord inance sup p lementa l  t o  25 
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the  annua l  appropr ia t i ons  ord inance in  conn ect ion  2 

w i th  the  O f f i ce  o f  t he  Med ica l  Examine r .  3 

 663-12 ,  wh ich  i s  an  ord inance  4 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i ons  5 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  O f f i ce  o f  t he  6 

Med ica l  Examine r .  7 

 Who do  we have to  speak on  th i s?  8 

 MR.  MAY:    We had Mr .  T imo thy  Hahn  here .   9 

He  had  to  leave  due to  a  persona l  emergency  as  10 

h i s  home.  11 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    We d id  s ta r t  l a te ,  so  12 

we  can ' t  b lame h im.   I n  th is  k ind  o f  env i ron ment  13 

today ,  w i th  the  s to rm,  and  eve rywhere .   14 

Hope fu l l y ,  i f  t here  are  any  ques t ions ,  you m ight  15 

be  ab le  to  respond  to  them,  i f  nobody has  a ny  16 

ob jec t ion .  17 

 Okay .   Mot ion  by?  18 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  19 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  20 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Mo t ion  by  L eg is la to r  21 

Rose  Walke r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Joe Be l es i .  22 

 Okay .   A re  there  any  ques t ions  f rom the  23 

l eg i s la to rs?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Any  pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  4 

by  say ing  aye .  5 

 (Aye . )  6 

 Any  aga ins t?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 So  o rdered .   I t  passes  on to  F inance.  9 

 The nex t  and  las t  i t em o f  th i s  commi t tee  10 

i s  I tem 665-12 ,  a  loca l  law t o  amend  the  Cou nty  11 

Char te r  in  re la t ion  to  the  county  f i re  12 

commiss ion .  13 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  15 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Norma Gonsa lves  made  16 

the  mo t ion ,  seconded  by  Joe Be les i .  17 

 Who do  we have to  speak on  th i s?  18 

 MR.  MAY:    Aga in ,  I  can  ac tua l l y  f ie ld  19 

ques t ions  on  th i s  i t em.   I  was  i nvo lved in  20 

d ra f t i ng  th i s  l eg i s la t ion .  21 

 The ma in  g is t  o f  t he  l eg is la t i on  i s  to  22 

a l low the  v i ce  cha i rmen o f  t he  f i r e  ba t ta l i ons  to  23 

vo te  i n  p lace  o f  t he  cha i rmen  o f  t he  f i r e  24 

ba t ta l ions  i n  case  the  cha i rmen are  absent  fo r  25 
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whatever  reason ,  so  tha t  we can ensu re  tha t  a l l  2 

f i re  ba t ta l i ons  are  represen ted  a t  any  vo te  o f  3 

the  f i re  commiss ion .   Jus t  a t  the  end,  I  no t iced  4 

tha t  t he  p rov is ion  o f  the  Char te r ,  I  t h ink  i t ' s  5 

A r t i c l e  17 ,  was  labe led  f i re  p revent ion .   I  fe l t  6 

i t  wou ld  be  more  appropr ia te  tha t  i t  be  lab e led  7 

f i re  commiss ion ,  s ince  tha t ' s  p r imar i l y  wha t  i t  8 

dea ls  w i th .  9 

  CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Makes sense  to  me.  10 

 A re  there  any  ques t ions  f rom any  o f  the  11 

l eg i s la to rs?  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  a  qu i ck  one .  13 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Yes .   Mr .  Denenberg .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wi th in  the  f i r e  15 

commiss ion  and the  ba t ta l i on  cha i rmen,  i s  t h is  - -  16 

was th is  sen t  a round  and  a re  the  ba t ta l i ons  in  17 

favo r?  18 

 MR.  MAY:    As  reques ted  by  - -  I  want  to  19 

make  sure  tha t  I  have the  gen t leman 's  name 20 

co r rec t .   I  met  w i th  Mr .  R icha rd  Gardner ,  w ho is  21 

the  commiss ione r  o f  the  f i re  - -  I  be l i eve  he  i s  22 

the  ch ie f  commiss ioner  o f  the  F i re  Commiss i on ,  23 

and he  has  requested  th i s  leg i s la t ion ,  24 

spec i f i ca l l y .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    And we  a lso  have  t ime,  3 

Dav id ,  t o  check  w i th  the  d i f f e ren t  ba t ta l io ns ,  i f  4 

you 'd  l i ke ,  t o  see  i f  they  ar e  p ro  o r  aga ins t .  5 

 We have a  ques t ion  f rom Leg is la to r  Rose 6 

Wa lker .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I  do  be l i eve  tha t  8 

the  ba t ta l ions  were  ve ry  much  in  favor  o f  t h is ,  9 

co r rec t?  10 

 MR.  MAY:    That  wou ld  be  my 11 

unders tand ing .   I  don ' t  th ink  the  ch ie f  12 

commiss ioner  wou ld  be  coming  in  and ask ing  fo r  13 

th is  l eg is la t ion  i f  i t  was  opposed  by  a  maj o r i t y  14 

o f  h is  commiss ione rs .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Okay .   Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Any  o the r  ques t i ons  17 

f rom the  l eg i s la to rs?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  22 

by  say ing  aye .  23 

 (Aye . )  24 

 Any  aga ins t?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 There  be ing  none ,  i t ' s  unan imous .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  6 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  November  5 ,  7 

2012 ,  Ru les  Commi t tee  meet ing . )  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A l l  t hose in  9 

favo r  o f  t hese i tems  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye.  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 Any  opposed?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 The i t ems pass  unan imous ly .  14 

 The i t em tha t  was ques t ioned  in  P lann ing  15 

and F inance i s  I tem 656;  the  o rd inance  16 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  17 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  Depar tment  o f  18 

Pub l ic  Works .    19 

 I  d id  no t  ask  fo r  a  mo t ion ,  so  I 'm  ask ing  20 

fo r  a  mo t ion  on  th is  i tem.   21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  24 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  25 
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N ico le l l o .  2 

 Aga in ,  t he  tes t imony  o f  the  p rev ious  3 

commi t tees  be  i nco rpora ted  i n to  the  Ru les  4 

Commi t tee .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  m inutes  6 

o f  t he  P lann ing ,  Deve lopment  and  Env i ronmen t  7 

Commi t tee  pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em 656-2012 . )  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    656-12 ,  an  o rd inance  9 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  10 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  Depar tment  o f  11 

Pub l ic  Works .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And who is  here ,  15 

Mr .  May,  on  th i s  i tem? 16 

 MR.  MAY:    We have  Mr .  M ike  Ke l l y  f rom 17 

Rea l  Es ta te ,  by  way o f  Pub l i c  Works .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We lcome,  Mr .  19 

Ke l l y .  20 

 MR.  KELLY:    Thank  you .   Good  a f te rnoon.   21 

M ichae l  Ke l l y ,  Ac t ing  D i rec to r ,  Nassau  Coun ty  22 

O f f i ce  o f  Rea l  Es ta te  Serv ices ,  Depar tment  o f  23 

Pub l ic  Works .  24 

 656-12  i s  a  supp lementa l  appr opr ia t i on  to  25 
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approp r ia te  $63 ,333 f rom the  f i ve  pe rcen t  o pen  2 

space fund  in to  the  depar tmen t 's  DE l i ne  in  o rde r  3 

to  fund the  Ne lson  &  Pope Eng ineer ing  cont r ac t .   4 

The pu rpose o f  t h i s  cont rac t  i s  to  do  ce r ta in  5 

des ign  and  su rvey  work ,  to  imp lement  the  Co unty ' s  6 

open  space  p lan ,  t o  ins ta l l  f enc ing ,  s ignag e ,  and 7 

des ign  i n fo rmat ion  k iosks  fo r  the  open  space  8 

p roper t i es  pu rchased  under  the  2004 and 200 6  9 

Env i ronmen ta l  Bond  Acts .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  11 

f rom the  l eg i s la to rs?   Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So ,  i f  I 'm  no t  13 

m is taken ,  the  f i ve  percent  f und,  wh ich  was 14 

es tab l i shed I  be l i eve  in  02 ,  f i ve  pe rcen t  o f  a l l  15 

rea l  es ta te  t ransac t ions  wh ich ,  to  th i s  day ,  16 

s t i l l  funds  tha t  par t i cu la r  open  space  fund  - -  17 

 MR.  KELLY:    Cor rec t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We ' re  go ing  to  19 

use i t  f o r  $63,000  so  tha t  we  can have  fence s  - -  20 

so  tha t  we  can des ign  fences  and  in fo rma t io n  21 

k iosks?  22 

 MR.  KELLY:    The  des ign ing  - -  we l l ,  the  23 

fences ,  there 's  su rvey ing  be ing  done  by  the  24 

cont rac tor  i n  o rde r  to  do  the  fenc ing ,  beca use  25 
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you need  to  have  exac t  boundary  l i nes  in  o r der  to  2 

pu t  up  fences ,  t he  des ign  o f  t he  s igns  and the  3 

des ign  o f  the  i n fo rmat ion  k iosks  and  the  co s t  o f  4 

do ing  the  su rveys  o f  wha t ' s  i nc luded  here .   And 5 

th is  was  b id  ou t  be tween  the  county ' s  on -ca l l  6 

eng ineer ing  con t rac tors ,  Ne lson and Pope ,  a nd 7 

a l so  Lockwood ,  Kess le r  &  Bar t l e t t ,  and  Ne lso n and 8 

Pope  was  the  w inner  there .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Two ques t ions .   10 

F i rs t ,  I  don ’ t  unders tand why  we  can ' t  do  t ha t  11 

des ign  work  o r  survey  work  i n -house.  12 

 MR.  KELLY:    We don ' t  have  con t rac to rs  13 

i n -house  to  do  tha t .   We  don ' t  have su rveyo rs  in -14 

house.  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wi th  a l l  our  16 

acqu is i t ions  in  the  pas t ,  go ing  back  a t  lea s t  to  17 

07 ,  i f  no t  06 ,  you  know,  and  our  p rese rva t i on  o f  18 

th is  open space  fund ,  two issues .   We d id  s u rveys  19 

fo r  ma jo r  acqu is i t ions  o f  open  space  under  the  20 

Env i ronmen ta l  Bond  Act  - -  21 

 MR.  KELLY:    No t  fo r  a l l  o f  t hem.   There  22 

were  many o f  those  acqu is i t i ons  tha t  survey s  were  23 

no t  done .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah ,  bu t  we  d id  25 
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a  lo t  in -house  too .  2 

 MR.  KELLY:    I t ' s  no t  su rvey ing .   3 

Survey ing  was  a lways  done by  ou ts ide  con t ra c to rs .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Can you te l l  me 5 

one t ime  we eve r  ra ided the  f i ve  percent  fu nd to  6 

h i re  a  surveyor?   7 

 MR.  KELLY:    Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  t ime we ' re  8 

do ing  i t ,  because th is  i s  when  we ' re  imp lem ent ing  9 

a  comprehens ive  p lan  fo r  t he  p roper t ies  tha t  were  10 

pu rchased under  the  2004  and 2006 Bond  Acts .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    In  genera l ,  tha t  12 

f i ve  percent  fund,  we 've  - -  I  th ink  the  on ly  t ime  13 

I  cou ld  remember  us ing  i t  have  been fo r  a  c oup le  14 

o f  open space  acqu is i t ions ,  most  recen t l y  t o  15 

supp lement  money  tha t  was no  longer  - -  I  me an,  to  16 

supp lement  the  purchase pr ice  o f  t he  B rook l yn  17 

Wate r  Works  p roper ty .  18 

 MR.  KELLY:    I t  was  used  to  supp lement  19 

the  pu rchase  o f  the  Brook lyn  Water  Works  pr oper t y  20 

and fo r  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  fa rmhouse a nd/or  21 

ba rn  a t  the  Eas t  Meadow Farm.  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    R igh t .   And now 23 

we ' re  go ing  to  use  i t  fo r  a  su rveyor .  24 

 MR.  KELLY:    And  tha t  was a lmost  $2  25 
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m i l l ion .   Th i s  i s  $63,000.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How much  i s  le f t  3 

i n  i t?  4 

 MR.  KELLY:   A f te r  th is ,  I  be l i eve  5 

approx imate l y  $610 ,000 .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  jus t  don ' t  7 

unders tand  why,  A .  we can ' t  do  th i s  in -house ,  I  8 

j us t  don ' t ,  and ,  number  two,  why  we ' re  us in g  a  9 

f i ve  percent  fund fo r  open  space  acqu is i t io ns ,  10 

wh ich  is  de f i ned  b road ly ,  I  wou ld  ag ree.   B u t  i f  11 

we ' re  s ta r t i ng  to  use  ou ts ide  cont rac tors ,  such 12 

as  surveyo rs ,  t hen  we ' re  go ing  to  use  th is  f und 13 

fo r  any th ing .  14 

 MR.  KELLY:    We l l ,  t he  f i ve  pe rcen t  fund  15 

i s  no t  on l y  l im i ted  to  open space acqu is i t i ons ,  16 

i t  a lso  can be  used fo r  ma in tenance and 17 

improvemen t  o f  t he  open space  proper t i es  th a t  we  18 

pu rchased.  19 

 The reason  we ' re  us ing  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Hav ing  wr i t t en  21 

the  law,  Mr .  Ke l ly ,  i t  can  be  used  fo r  open  space 22 

pu rposes .   Open  space pu rposes  does  inc lude  pa rk  23 

improvemen t ,  i t  does  i nc lude  water  resource  24 

p ro tec t i on ,  and  i t  does  inc lude open  space 25 
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acqu is i t ions .  2 

 MR.  KELLY:    Cor rec t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  spec i f i ca l l y  4 

doesn ' t  inc lude  any  ma in tenance.   I t ' s  a rgu ab le  5 

i f  i t  inc ludes  survey ing .   Bu t  I  don ' t  even  want  6 

to  ge t  i n to  tha t .   I  wou ld  imp lo re  the  res t  o f  7 

the  leg i s la to rs  tha t  we shou ldn ’ t  be  us ing  the  8 

f i ve  percent  fo r  ou ts ide  con t rac to rs  fo r  9 

su rvey ing .  10 

 MR.  KELLY:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg ,  I 'd  11 

l i ke  to  add tha t  i n  a l l  o f  t he  acqu is i t i ons  tha t  12 

we  d id  under  the  2004 and 2006  Bond Ac ts ,  w e  used 13 

the  - -  we used the  ac tua l  env i ronmen ta l  bon d  ac t  14 

to  fund th ings  l i ke  su rveys ,  do  to  eng ineer ing  15 

repo r t s ,  t o  do  env i ronmenta l  repor ts  on  a l l  o f  16 

these pu rchases .   The fac t  t ha t  we  use  the  17 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac t ,  wh ich  were  bonds  we  had 18 

to  pay  deb t  serv ices  on ,  versus  us ing  the  f i ve  19 

pe rcen t  fund ,  wh ich  we  don ' t  have to  pay  de b t  20 

se rv ice  on ,  i s  rea l l y  the  sam e th ing .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  no t  t he  same 22 

th ing .   The f i ve  percent  l aw  was  c rea ted  f i r s t  23 

and i t  was  c rea ted  under  a  d i f fe ren t  ac t ,  p e r iod .    24 

I t  was .   You  know,  i t ' s  a  fund  tha t  takes  a  lo t  25 
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longer  to  bu i ld  up .   And  we ' re  us ing  th i s  fo r  2 

acqu is i t ions  tha t  had no th ing  to  do  w i th  th i s  3 

fund .   We ' re  us ing  th i s  fo r  acqu is i t ions  th a t  had 4 

to  do  w i th  the  env i ronmenta l  bond ac t  fund,  no t  5 

th is  open space  fund .   To  me ,  tha t ' s  a  b ig  6 

d i f f e rence .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Leg is la to r  8 

N ico le l l o .  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Ke l l y ,  t e l l  10 

me  aga in  wha t  the  use is  here .  11 

 MR.  KELLY:    We are  us ing  $63 ,333 to  12 

pe r fo rm boundary  surveys  o f  two proper t i es ,  13 

p repare  fenc ing  p lans  fo r  fou r  p roper t ies ,  do  14 

eng ineer ing  des igns  and spec i f i ca t ions  fo r  k iosks  15 

and deco ra t i ve  s ignage  and  fo r  p rocu rement  o f  16 

t ra i l  maps  fo r  f i ve  loca t i ons .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    In  pa r t ,  wha t  18 

you ' re  do ing  he re  is  you ' re  go ing  to  be  19 

i den t i f y ing  and  then  demark ing  the  par ts  o f  the  20 

p roper t i es  tha t  the  coun ty  owns.  21 

 MR.  KELLY:   Cor rec t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    In  pa r t  what  23 

we ' re  go ing  to  be  do ing  is  c rea t ing  k iosks  and  24 

o the r  fea tures  tha t  w i l l  make  i t  eas ie r  and  more  25 
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access ib le  fo r  t he  pub l i c .  2 

 MR.  KELLY:    Tha t  i s  cor rec t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And these are  4 

open  space  p roper t ies  tha t  we  have  p rev ious  5 

pu rchased?  6 

 MR.  KELLY:    Cor rec t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Now,  I ' ve  been  8 

he re  fo r  a  number  o f  yea rs  and  I ,  fo r  one,  and  a  9 

number  o f  my  co l leagues have  been ve ry  conc erned  10 

over  the  fac t  t ha t  t hese  p roper t ies  were  bo ugh t  11 

and they  rea l l y  haven ' t  been made ava i lab le  fo r  12 

use o f  our  pub l i c .   So  th i s ,  i n  my  m ind,  i s  13 

exac t l y  what  we  shou ld  be  spend ing  th i s  mon ey on .   14 

I t ' s  go ing  to  make  these  p roper t ies  more  us ab le .   15 

I t ' s  go ing  to  p ro tec t  the  coun ty  taxpayers  by  16 

i den t i f y ing  and  mark ing  the  bo rders  o f  t hes e  17 

p roper t i es .   So  th is  i s  100 pe rcen t  exac t ly  what  18 

these types  o f  f unds  shou ld  be  spent  fo r .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .   Mr .  20 

Denenberg .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How cou ld  we  put  22 

a  k iosk  on  open  space?  23 

 MR.  KELLY:    I  see  no  reason  why  we can ' t  24 

pu t  a  k iosk  on  open space when  i t  desc r ibes  25 
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what 's  on  the  open  space .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  we  bought  3 

someth ing  tha t  was  des igna ted  as  open space ,  i t  4 

has  to  be  prese rved in  i t s  cond i t i on .    5 

 MR.  KELLY:    I t  was  no t  p rese rved under  6 

the  preserva t ion  l aw .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  8 

don ’ t  know why we need  an ou ts ide  cont rac to r  t o  9 

te l l  us  the  bes t  p lace  fo r  a  k iosk .    10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Denenberg  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And I  apprec ia te  12 

tha t  MR.  N ico le l lo  th inks  th i s  $63 ,000  i s  g o ing  13 

to  make a l l  t he  open  space  access ib le ;  i f  i t  i s ,  14 

l e t ' s  spend the  $63,000 in  any  one  o f  the  n umber  15 

o f  p lann ing  o r  pub l i c  works  ou ts ide  cont rac tors  16 

o r  any  one  o f  t he  approved  ou ts ide  con t rac t s  tha t  17 

we  found  money  in  the  genera l  fo r  fo r  ou r  co un ty  18 

a t to rneys .  19 

 The po in t  i s ,  i f  we rea l l y  need th is ,  I  20 

don ' t  th ink  we shou ld  ra ise  the  f i ve  percen t  open 21 

space fund  when  tha t ' s  rea l l y  there  fo r  ope n  22 

space pu rposes  and  no t  f o r  ou ts ide  con t rac t o rs .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Through  the  Cha i r .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And I  wou ld  25 
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imp lore  tha t  - -  we  a l l  know t ha t  we cou ldn ’ t  pu t  2 

a  new s t ruc tu re  or  a  k iosk  on  any th ing  tha t  we  3 

des ignated  as  open  space  under  our  own  Open  Space 4 

P ro tec t i on  Law.  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ’m so r ry .   I  6 

have  to  d i sagree  w i th  you,  Mr .  Denenberg .   W e 7 

have  pu t  on  k iosks  on  preserves  in  Nassau C oun ty .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    On  the  r igh t -o f -9 

way,  no t  on  the  pa rk .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm so r ry .   Bu t  11 

one in  par t i cu la r  shou ld  no t  have been  ther e  to  12 

beg in  w i th ,  bu t  I 'm no t  go ing  there .   13 

 I  th ink  your  concerns  have  been addressed 14 

and answered  by  Mr .  Ke l l y ,  so  le t ' s  move  on .  15 

 Any  o the r  leg is la to rs  who w ish  to  16 

comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  i t em p lease  21 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Any  opposed?  24 

 (Nay . )  25 
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 Four  to  th ree .   The i t em car r i es  by  four  2 

to  th ree .   3 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  4 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  November  5 ,  5 

2012 ,  Ru les  Commi t tee  meet ing . )  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A l l  t hose in  7 

favo r  o f  t h i s  i t em s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 A l l  those opposed?  10 

 (Nay . )  11 

 I t  i s  four  to  th ree  fo r  I t em 656 .  12 

 Now,  go ing  back  to  the  i tems  tha t  a re  13 

s tanda lone  fo r  Ru les .  14 

 542,  a  reso lu t i on  consen t ing  to  the  15 

acqu is i t ion  and  use by  the  Locus t  Va l l ey  Ce metery  16 

Assoc ia t ion ,  Inc . ,  o f  ce r ta in  land  fo r  ceme tery  17 

pu rposes  pursuan t  to  the  Coun ty  Government  Law o f  18 

Nassau  County ,  t he  Nassau Coun ty  Admin is t ra t i ve  19 

Code ,  the  No t - fo r -Pro f i t  Corp o ra t i on  Law,  an d the  20 

Rea l  P roper t y  Law o f  t he  S ta t e  o f  New York .  21 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  22 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  by  25 
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Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  2 

 Any  ques t ions?  Who is  here? 3 

 W i th  the  perm iss ion  o f  t he  M inor i t y ,  4 

we ' re  go ing  to  move th is  on  t o  the  Fu l l  Leg .   I  5 

be l i eve  there  w i l l  be  a  change  o r  an  amendm ent  to  6 

th is  reso lu t i on  be fo re  tha t  Fu l l  Leg  mee t in g .  7 

 So ,  a l l  those  in  favor  o f  th i s  i tem 8 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 The mo t ion  ca r r i es  unan imous ly .  13 

 664,  a  reso lu t i on  to  con f i rm  the  county  14 

execut ive ' s  appo in tmen t  o f  An thony  J .  Sab in o  to  15 

the  Long  I s land  Reg iona l  P lann ing  Counc i l .   16 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t io n  by  20 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  21 

 Any  ques t ions  rega rd ing  th is  appo in tment?  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Yeah.   I  j us t  have a  23 

qu ick  po in t .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  W ink .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  wan t  to  thank  Mr .  2 

An thony  Michae l  Sab ino  fo r  h i s  e f fo r ts  on  t he  3 

Reg iona l  P lann ing  Counc i l  fo r  the  t ime  he w as 4 

there .   I  unders tand  he  was do ing  the  work  o f  two 5 

men.   So  I  want  to  congra tu la te  h im,  and  w i sh  h im 6 

we l l  go ing  fo rward .  7 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  ap po in tment  8 

p lease  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye .  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 There  be ing  none ,  the  mo t ion  car r i es  13 

unan imous ly .  14 

 I t em 669 ,  a  l oca l  law to  amend  the  County  15 

Char te r  in  re la t ion  to  tax  l ev ies  and the  c oun ty  16 

budget .  17 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  18 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  19 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  by  21 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  22 

 Any  ques t ions  rega rd ing  th is  i tem? 23 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams wi l l  r ead  h i s  24 

s ta temen t .   I  have  a  s ta temen t  as  we l l  per ta in ing  25 
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to  th i s  i t em.   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  read a  br ie f  2 

s ta temen t  in to  the  record .  3 

 As  a l l  o f  you  know,  the  Coun ty  4 

Leg is la tu re  recent ly  l os t  one  o f  i t s  own  w i th  the  5 

un t ime ly  and  t rag i c  pass ing  o f  P res id ing  Of f i cer  6 

Pe te r  Schmi t t .   H i s  death  was  a  t remendous loss  7 

to  th i s  body ,  no t  on ly  to  the  Leg is la tu re  b u t  8 

a l so  to  h i s  cons t i tuen ts  who  he represen ted  in  9 

the  12 th  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t .  10 

 The Coun ty  Char te r  requ i res  the  11 

Leg is la tu re  to  adopt  a  budge t  by  October  30  o f  12 

th is  yea r .   S ince  the  day  the  Leg is la tu re  wa s 13 

c rea ted ,  we have  never  adopted  a  budge t  on  14 

cont ravent ion  o f  t h i s  dead l i ne .   However ,  w i th  15 

the  death  o f  Pres id ing  O f f i ce r  Peter  Schmi t t ,  the  16 

res idents  o f  the  12 th  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  were  17 

l e f t  w i thout  rep resenta t ion  i n  the  County  18 

Leg is la tu re .   I t  seemed approp r ia te  w i th  so  many  19 

peop le  l e f t  unrepresen ted on  such an  impor t an t  20 

vo te ,  tha t  t he  passage  o f  the  budget  be  de l ayed 21 

un t i l  the  sea t  o f  the  12 th  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  22 

be  f i l l ed .  23 

 Acco rd ing l y ,  I  have taken the  l i be r t y  o f  24 

i n t roduc ing  th i s  l oca l  l aw  today ,  to  de lay  the  25 
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passage o f  t he  budge t  un t i l  a t  l eas t  Novemb er  30 ,  2 

wh ich  I  be l i eve  can be  accomp l ished w i thout  any  3 

recourse  to  the  coun ty  taxpayers .   And  I  ha ve 4 

asked the  county  a t to rney  to  p rov ide  counse l  t o  5 

the  leg i s la tu re  today  as  to  any  ques t ions  o r  6 

concern  tha t  members  o f  th is  body  migh t  hav e .  7 

 W i th  tha t ,  I  open the  f l oo r  to  M inor i t y  8 

Leader  Kevan  Abrahams.  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  10 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Gonsa lves .  11 

 I  wou ld  l i ke  to  s ta te  today ,  f o r  t he  12 

reco rd ,  tha t  th i s  p roposed  amendment  to  the  13 

Coun ty  Char te r  i s  comp le te ly  unnecessary .   14 

Fo l l ow ing  the  t rag ic  and  un t ime ly  death  o f  15 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Pe te r  Schmi t t  and be fo re  any  o f  16 

us  heard  o f  Hur r icane Sandy,  our  caucus  had  17 

reached ou t  t o  the  county  execut ive  and exp ressed 18 

a  w i l l ingness  to  work  in  a  b i par t i san  fash io n  to  19 

pass  the  2013  budget  by  the  Oc tober  30  dead l ine ,  20 

as  s ta te  i n  our  Char te r .  21 

 To  th i s  da te ,  ou r  over tu res  were  i gnored  22 

and d i s regarded ,  and  any  manda ted leg i s la t i ve  23 

ac t i on  regard ing  the  2013 budget  were  e i the r  24 

cance l led  or  pos tponed .   Aga i n ,  th is  occur re d  25 
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we l l  be fore  Sandy was even  a  b l i p  on  the  ra dar .  2 

 I t  i s  c lea r  tha t  t h i s  leg i s la t i ve  i t em 3 

be fo re  us  today  wou ld  v io la te  the  Char te r .   4 

Un fo r tunate l y ,  t h i s  i s  an  example  o f  t he  wa y  th i s  5 

admin i s t ra t i on  and ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  my co l lea gues  6 

to  the  r igh t  o f  th is  Leg is la tu re ,  have  dec i ded  to  7 

opera te  ou r  gove rnment  when they  don ' t  l i ke  the  8 

ru les  o f  t he  game.   They  jus t  vo te  to  chang e  the  9 

ru les  o f  t he  game re t roac t ive l y .  10 

 Such  was  the  case w i th  the  K ing /Mangano 11 

Law,  wh ich  was u l t imate l y  s t ruck  down by  ou r  12 

fede ra l  cour t .   Th is  i s  cont ra ry  to  the  bas i c  13 

concep t  o f  t he  ru le  o f  l aw ,  wh ich  is  about  14 

p lay ing  by  the  ru les .  15 

 Th is  p roposed  Char te r  amendment  weakens 16 

and underm ines  our  respec t  f o r  t he  bas ic  17 

b luepr in t  o f  ou r  county  gove rnment .   Th i s  i s  18 

wrong,  sad ,  and  espec ia l l y  in  the  t ime  when  ou r  19 

res idents  expec t  and  demand tha t  a l l  s ides  20 

commun ica te  and  work  togethe r .   On  th i s  i te m,  we  21 

w i l l  vo te  no .  22 

 Thank you.  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  24 

Abrahams.  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  64 Rules Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

 Leg is la to r  Kope l .  2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  apprec ia te  the  3 

sent imen ts  o f  my  f r i ends  to  the  le f t ,  as  4 

expressed by  Minor i t y  Leader  Kevan  Abrahams .   Bu t  5 

I  must  say  they  don ' t  address  the  essent ia l  fac t ,  6 

wh ich  is  t ha t  t he  peop le  o f  t ha t  d is t r i c t  a re  no t  7 

represen ted .   They  do  dese rve  represen ta t ion .   8 

They  shou ld  have  i t .  9 

 I  suspec t  tha t  no t  on l y  wou ld  they  be  10 

o f fended  i f  we wen t  ahead and  d id  such  an  11 

impor tan t  th ing  w i thou t  the i r  inpu t ,  bu t  I  12 

fu r the r  suspect  tha t  i n  v i r t ua l l y  the  en t i r e  13 

coun ty ,  I  be t  you wou ldn ' t  f i nd  more  than a  14 

hand fu l  o f  hones t  peop le  who  wou ld  ob jec t  o n  15 

these grounds  and who wou ldn ' t  say ,  yes ,  i t ' s  16 

en t i re ly  app rop r ia te  to  pos tpone  someth ing  17 

because o f  t he  un t ime ly  death  o f  t he  major i t y  18 

l eader .   I  j us t  - -  I  j us t  hea rd  po l i t i c i za t i on  o f  19 

th is  i ssue  and tha t ' s  ve ry  sad .  20 

 Thank you.  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I 'm  go ing  to  22 

comment  to  - -  Leg is la to r  Kope l  d i rec ted  some  23 

comments  towards  me and towards  ou r  s ide  o f  the  24 

a i s le .  25 
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 I  fee l  sor ry  tha t  you fee l  t ha t  way,  2 

Leg is la to r  Kope l .   Bu t  t he  fac t  rema ins  tha t  t h i s  3 

pa r t i cu la r  l eg i s la t i on ,  we  co u ld  have done w ha t  4 

was r i gh t  by  the  peop le  o f  t he  12 th  Leg is la t i ve  5 

D is t r i c t  by  j us t  work ing  toge the r  and comin g  to  a  6 

compromise .   I  t h ink  fo r  t he  fac t  fo r  you t o  say  7 

tha t  t h i s  i s  be ing  po l i t i c ized ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  8 

to ta l l y  inapprop r ia te .  9 

 F rom our  s tandpo in t ,  work ing  on  the  10 

be t te rment  o f  no t  jus t  t he  res iden ts  on  the  11 

democra t ic  d i s t r i c ts  versus  the  repub l ican  12 

d i s t r i c t s ,  we  were  w i l l i ng  to  work  w i th  a l l  13 

pa r t ies ,  f o r  a l l  d is t r i c ts ,  i nc lud ing  the  1 2 th  14 

D is t r i c t .   15 

 So ,  fo r  ou r  s tandpo in t ,  there  was no t  16 

po l i t i c i za t i on  o f  th is .   We wanted  to  focus  on  17 

pass ing  a  budge t  on  t ime .   I ns tead ,  we ' re  v o t i ng  18 

fo r  a  mechan ism,  wh ich  bas ica l l y  l eads  us  d own  a  19 

t rack  where  i n  the  nex t  10  to  15  yea rs  some one  20 

e l se  may  not  dec ide  to  pass  a  budget  on  t im e ,  fo r  21 

whatever  var ious  reason,  and  now we are  g iv ing  22 

them the  very  b luepr in t  and p receden t  to  do  i t .   23 

I  th ink  f rom tha t  s tandpo in t ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  24 

de f i n i te ly  a  knock  on  th is  l eg is la t i ve  p rac t ice .   25 
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Because I  th ink  f rom any  par t i cu la r  s tandpo in t ,  2 

we  do no t  wan t  to  go  down a  pa th  where  sudd en ly  3 

we  cou ld  change  the  ru les  and  then  sudden ly  we  4 

cou ld  jus t  vo te  on  a  budge t ,  i f  no t  by  Nove mber  5 

30 ,  by  December  31 .   Why  not  go  in to  2013 o r  the  6 

fo l l ow ing  yea r  i t se l f?  7 

 I  th ink  f rom tha t  po in t  o f  v iew,  i t ' s  no t  8 

l i ke  you  d idn ' t  have  a  par tne r  tha t  was w i l l ing .   9 

We 've  made  over tu res  to  the  coun ty  execu t iv e .   We 10 

wanted  to  pass  the  budge t  on  t ime.   And we d id  11 

no t  ge t  anywhere  w i th  those over tu res .   I f  12 

any th ing ,  tha t  i s  the  focus  o f  why  we d idn ' t  13 

rece ive  any  response  to  what  we were  t ry ing  to  14 

do .   Rathe r  than  wa i t  un t i l  an  e lec t ion  - -  a nd ,  15 

yes ,  I  t h ink  i t ' s  ve ry  impor tan t  t ha t  there ' s  16 

represen ta t i on  here  f rom the  12 th  D is t r i c t .   Bu t  17 

I  th ink  u l t imate ly  we cou ld  have  done the  r i gh t  18 

th ing .   Th is  leg is la t i ve  body ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  19 

th ink  the  18  members  here  ca re  about  the  fo l ks  i n  20 

Massapequa  Park  or  Massapequa  and Seaford ,  21 

rega rd less  o f  whethe r  we  l i ve  there  or  no t .   And  22 

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  th ink  tha t  t ha t  was ou r  foc us  on  23 

the  budget ,  and  tha t ' s  why  we  wanted  to  see  tha t  24 

go  th rough .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  2 

N ico le l l o .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    As  fa r  as  th is  4 

be ing  some so r t  o f  p recedent  fo r  t he  fu tu re ,  t h i s  5 

has  rea l l y  p resented  a  un ique  se t  o f  f ac ts ,  and 6 

rea l l y  a  t rag ic  se t  o f  f ac t ,  where  you  had a  7 

p res id ing  o f f i ce r  who passed  away jus t  as  w e  were  8 

abou t  to  en te r  i n to  the  budge t  p rocess ,  and  had a  9 

vacancy  in  h i s  sea t .   I t ' s  no t  - -  i t  doesn ' t  10 

c rea te  a  p recedent  fo r  t he  fu tu re .   God w i l l ing ,  11 

th is  se t  o f  f ac t  won ' t  eve r  a r ise  fo r  th is  12 

l eg i s la tu re .   I f  someth ing  l i ke  th is  t rag ic a l l y  13 

wou ld  happen  aga in ,  then ,  by  a l l  means ,  they  14 

shou ld  take  wha tever  ac t ion  i s  app ropr ia te ,  15 

number  one .  16 

 Number  two .   A  coup le  o f  t imes  I ' ve  heard  17 

i t  sa id  tha t  we  cou ld  do  wha t ' s  r i gh t  by  th e  18 

peop le  o f  the  12 th  D is t r i c t .   We l l ,  they  - -  none  19 

o f  us  represent  tha t  d is t r i c t .   We  each rep r esen t  20 

ou r  own ind i v idua l  d is t r i c ts .   They  dese rve  21 

somebody  who  l i ves  the re  and  rep resents  the m.   We 22 

cou ld  say  we  know what 's  bes t  fo r  them,  bu t  we  23 

don ' t .   The who le  pu rpose o f  t h i s  leg i s la tu re  is  24 

tha t  t hey  have rep resenta t ion .  25 
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 A  shor t  de lay  so  tha t  we  can  ge t  t h i s  2 

budget  done.   U l t ima te ly ,  when  the  budge t  y ear  3 

s ta r ts  on  January  1  o f  nex t  year ,  i t  w i l l  h ave  no  4 

impact  wha tsoever .   Bu t  a  sho r t  de lay  so  th a t  5 

those peop le  who  don ' t  have a  represen ta t iv e ,  do  6 

have  a  rep resen ta t ive  in  th i s ,  t he  mos t  imp or tan t  7 

b ig  th ing  tha t  t h i s  leg i s la tu re  does .  8 

 Thank you.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  10 

Jacobs .  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  j us t  wanted  to  say  12 

tha t  t he re 's  no  ques t ion  tha t  we  were  a l l  13 

hear tb roken ove r  the  l oss  o f  Peter ,  and tha t  goes  14 

w i thou t  say ing .   Obv ious ly ,  no th ing  I 'm abou t  to  15 

say  has ,  i n  any  way d imin i shes  tha t  emot ion a l  16 

fee l ing  we  a l l  have.  17 

 The Char te r  i s  t he  Char te r  i s  the  18 

Char te r .   As  f l awed as  i t  i s ,  and i t  i s  f la wed  in  19 

many  a reas  o f  i t  - -  i t s  cont rad i c to ry .   I ' v e  sa id  20 

f rom the  very  beg inn ing  o f  t h i s  leg i s la tu re ,  21 

somebody  has  to  s i t  down  w i th  i t ,  take  the  papers  22 

ou t ,  reshu f f l e  them,  and  come back  and  do  23 

someth ing  tha t  makes  sense .    24 

 Fo r  us  to  pass  an  amendment  to  the  25 
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Char te r  i s  a  p re t t y  se r ious  move  to  make ,  i n  my 2 

m ind .   I ' l l  t e l l  you .   Maybe  because  I  was  3 

p res id ing  fo r  a  number  o f  yea rs .   I  have  ne ver  4 

though t  tha t  the  vo tes  I  t ake  in  a  g loba l  n a tu re  5 

a re  ever  j us t  because i t ' s  good fo r  my  d is t r i c t  6 

bu t  because I 'm  vo t i ng  fo r  a l l  t he  peop le .   I  7 

have  never  l ooked a t  someth ing  th rough  nar r ow 8 

eyes  bu t  t h rough  the  b roader  p ic tu re .    9 

 To  be  honest  w i th  you,  I  rea l i ze  we 've  10 

a l l  su f fe red  a  t remendous loss  here .   The n ew 11 

pe rson  cer ta in l y  i s  no t  go ing  to  be  seasone d  by  12 

November  30  o r  know what 's  gone in to  th i s  w ho le  13 

p rocess .    14 

 I  am go ing  to  vo te  no ,  no t  i n  any  way to  15 

show d is respec t  fo r  my  f r i end ,  Peter ,  bu t  t o  show 16 

respec t  fo r  t he  Char te r  tha t  keeps  us  a l i ve  he re .   17 

Espec ia l l y  - -  no t  even  espec i a l l y .   Fo r  the  18 

Char te r  tha t  keeps  us  a l i ve .   The foo tno te  i s  19 

tha t  we ag reed to  g i ve  a t  leas t  two vo tes  t o  pu t  20 

the  budget  passed.   In  fac t ,  we a lmost  had a  21 

unan imous fee l i ng  on  our  s ide ,  t ha t  in  l igh t  o f  22 

what  had  happened,  we wou ld  a l l  be  together  in  23 

pass ing  th is  budge t .   So  I  don ' t  see  any  re ason 24 

to  s ta r t  f oo l ing  w i th  the  budget  - -  w i th  th e  25 
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Char te r .  2 

  Tha t ' s  a l l  I  want  to  say .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Member  o f  the  4 

M ino r i ty ,  you  need  to  know tha t  th is  was  no t  done 5 

i n  the  i n te res t  o f  par t i sansh ip .   We do rec ogn ize  6 

the  fac t  t ha t  you d id  send  ou t  an  o l i ve  bra nch  7 

fo r  us  to  ge t  t he  budget  passed on  t ime.   I t  8 

ce r ta in l y  was  apprec ia ted  a t  t ha t  pa r t i cu la r  9 

t ime .   However ,  we  s t i l l  f e l t  s t rong ly  abou t  the  10 

fac t  t ha t  w i th  Peter 's  pass ing ,  someone sho u ld  be  11 

s i t t ing  in  h i s  sea t  when  we take  the  vo te  o n  the  12 

budget ,  wh ich  impact  on  h i s  d i s t r i c t s  and,  i t ' s  13 

t rue ,  on  the  en t i re  Nassau  County .  14 

 Aga in ,  I  say  thank  you  fo r  t he  o l i ve  15 

b ranch  tha t  you  reached ou t  t o  us  in  t ry ing  to  16 

ge t  the  budge t  passed in  the  end  o f  Oc tober .   17 

Bu t ,  un for tunate ly  - -  fo r tuna te l y ,  I  wou ld  s ay ,  18 

i t  was  the  fee l i ng  o f  the  Ma jo r i t y  t ha t  we shou ld  19 

wa i t  un t i l  Pe te r  Schmi t t ' s  rep resenta t ive  i s  on  20 

board .  21 

 L i ke  eve ryone  e l se ,  I  know tha t  we  a l l  22 

need  to  have  an  oppor tun i t y  to  l ea rn  the  sy s tem.   23 

Bu t  remember  one  th ing ;  we  were  a l so  newcom ers  i n  24 

1996 ,  and we  were  learn ing  when we  were  on  the  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  71 Rules Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

job .   I  wasn ' t  here  in  1996,  bu t  I  knew exa c t l y  2 

what  the  l eg i s la tu re  was  a l l  about .   As  one  who 3 

was pa r t  o f  t he  workshop  commiss ion  on  the  4 

char te r  rev i s ion ,  I  knew wha t  the  Char te r  h ad 5 

p rov ided .   And I  w i l l  te l l  you  r igh t  now,  t he  6 

Char te r  needs  a  lo t  o f  work .    7 

 There  were  many  f l aws in  the  Char te r .   8 

Even  i f  I  t r i ed  to  ob jec t  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  s in ce  I  9 

was on ly  an  obse rver ,  i t  was  imposs ib le .   S o  10 

maybe tha t ' s  someth ing  we can  look  a t  in  th e  11 

fu tu re  so  tha t  we can ce r ta in l y  ac t  in  a  t r u ly  12 

b ipa r t i san  na tu re .  13 

 I  know wha t  the  - -  I  unders ta nd the  14 

fee l ings  tha t  you have ,  bu t  I  a l so  unders ta nd the  15 

fee l ings  tha t  my  co l leagues in  the  Major i t y  have  16 

as  we l l .  17 

 W i thou t  any  fu r the r  adue ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  18 

en te r ta in  - -  no t  en ter ta in  - -  ask  fo r  a  mot i on ,  a  19 

vo te  on  th is  i t em,  669 .  20 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  I t em 669-12 21 

ind i ca te  by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Any  opposed?  24 

 (Nay . )  25 
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 I t ' s  f ou r  to  th ree .  2 

 Now we  have on ly  one  i tem.   I  be l i eve  3 

there  was ques t ion  i n  F inance  and was ho ld i ng  i t  4 

separa te ly .  5 

 I t em 674 ,  a  reso lu t i on  to  au thor ize  the  6 

t rans fer  o f  app rop r ia t ions  he re to fore  made w i th in  7 

the  budget  fo r  t he  yea r  2012 .  8 

 I  need  a  mot ion  on  th i s  i t em.  9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  12 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  13 

 A re  you prepared  to  ta lk  abou t  th i s ,  Mr .  14 

May?  15 

 MR.  MAY:    Oh ,  no .   We w i l l  have  Ms.  L isa  16 

LoCur to  f i e ld  the  ques t ions .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    L i sa ,  do  you  wan t  18 

to  come back  up  he re?  19 

 MR.  MAY:    She p robab ly  doesn ' t  want  to  20 

e i ther ,  bu t  she  w i l l .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Do  yo u  wan t  to  22 

ask  - -  we ' l l  jus t  pass  i t  on .   Okay .  23 

 L i sa ,  you ' re  spa r red .   You  don ' t  have to  24 

s tand up  the re  aga in .  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  apo log ize .   I  d idn ' t  2 

mean  to  be  t ruan t .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No  p rob lem.  4 

 I nco rpora te  the  tes t imony f rom the  5 

F inance Commi t tee  in to  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  6 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  m inutes  7 

f rom the  November  5 ,  2012,  F inance  Commi t te e  8 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em Number  674-12 . )  9 

 I t em 674-2012,  a  reso lu t ion  t o  au tho r i ze  10 

the  t rans fer  o f  approp r ia t ions  here to fore  ma de  11 

w i th in  the  budge t  fo r  the  yea r  2012.  12 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  15 

Leg is la to r  Be les i ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  16 

Gonsa lves .  17 

 Do  we have  any  ques t ions  on  I t em 674?  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yes ,  we do .  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     A l r igh t .   Mr .  May .  20 

 MR.  MAY:    We have  Ms.  L isa  LoCur to  f rom 21 

the  Coun ty  A t to rney ' s  Of f i ce  to  answer  any  22 

ques t ions .  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    L isa  LoCur to ,  County  24 

A t to rney 's  O f f i ce .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Wha t ' s  th is  2 

t rans fer?  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Th i s  i s  a  t rans fe r ,  a  4 

board  t rans fe r  t o  the  coun ty  a t to rney  DE l i ne .   5 

I t  i s  mon ies  tha t  w i l l  be  used  to  a id  us  in  the  6 

de fense o f  t he  Kogar t  (phone t i c )  t r i a l ,  wh i ch  is  7 

a  t r ia l  w i th  po ten t i a l  l iab i l i t y  o f  $190  mi l l i on .   8 

I t  i s  cu r ren t l y  be ing  t r ied  i n  the  federa l  c ou r t  9 

be fo re  Judge  S ieber t .    10 

 The t r ia l  was  momentar i l y  in te r rup ted  by  11 

the  hu r r icane ,  bu t  i t  i s  s t i l l  go ing  fu l l  s peed 12 

ahead and proceed ing .   Th i s  money is  necess a ry  13 

fo r  the  coun ty  to  ob ta in  the  exper t  w i tness es  14 

necessary  to  tes t i f y ,  to  hous e  the  w i tnesses ,  and 15 

to  a l l oca te  wha tever  resources  a re  necessar y  i n  16 

the  de fense o f  t he  l i t iga t ion .  17 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Which  l aw  f i rm is  18 

de fend ing  the  coun ty  i n  tha t  case?  19 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Lew is  &  F io re ,  wh ich  is  20 

the  top  c r im ina l  de fense  f i rm  in  the  s ta te .   Even 21 

though t  th is  i s  a  c i v i l  t r ia l ,  bas ica l l y  i t  i s  a  22 

re t r ia l  o f  t he  c r im ina l  case  where  th ree  me n  were  23 

i nca rcera ted  - -  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:      We  know the  25 
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fac ts .  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    and  i t  was  ove r tu rned .   3 

That 's  t he  case .  4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     On the  o the r  s ide  5 

o f  t h i s  case ,  t he  p la in t i f f ' s  a t to rneys ,  i s  tha t  6 

f rom the  Innocence  Pro jec t ,  I  unders tand .  7 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes ,  they  a re .   Bar ry  8 

Schech t  i s  l ead ing  the  team f rom the  Innoce nce  9 

P ro jec t .  10 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     You ' re  dea l ing  11 

w i th ,  you know,  lega l  heavywe igh ts .  12 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   Abso lu te l y .  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Okay .  14 

 Any  o the r  ques t i ons?   Leg is la to r  15 

Denenberg .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th is  $750,000 is  17 

on ly  fo r  exper t  w i tnesses  or  i s  i t  f o r  t he  l aw  18 

f i rm  as  we l l ?  19 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t ' s  fo r  the  l aw f i rm  as  20 

we l l .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   How much 22 

i s  fo r  t he  l aw f i rm?   How much  fo r  t he  expe r t  23 

w i tnesses?   Or  you  don ' t  have  tha t  a t  your  24 

d i sposa l .  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  don ' t  have  i t  a t  my 2 

d i sposa l .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   How much 4 

have  we a l ready  spen t  on  th i s  f i rm?  5 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  can  ge t  the  spec i f i c  6 

number  fo r  you.   I  wou ld  say  i t ' s  we l l  over  7 

700,000.  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  my  f i r s t  9 

concern  is  we  know i t ' s  go ing  to  t r i a l  - -  10 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t ' s  in  t r i a l  r igh t  now.  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    and we  know how 12 

much  they  b i l l  - -  I 'm so r ry?  13 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    We are  on  t r i a l  r igh t  now.   14 

The p la in t i f f s  have f i n i shed  the i r  case,  an d  we 15 

a re  now pu t t i ng  on  our  de fense .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And when  d id  we 17 

know i t  was  go ing  to  t r i a l?  18 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   We were  shor t  c i rcu i ted  by  19 

Judge Se iber t .   We  were  orde red to  go  to  t r i a l  20 

September  17  o f  th is  yea r .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And a t  t ha t  po in t  22 

- -  i t  jus t  seems to  me  a t  tha t  po in t  we knew  tha t  23 

we  - -  tha t  t he  amoun t  go ing  to  th i s  f i rm  wa s  24 

go ing  to  be  h igher  than what  was  a l ready  25 
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d i spensed.   I t  sounds l i ke  we ' re  now approv ing  2 

money tha t ,  a t  l eas t  i n  pa r t ,  had to  have b een  3 

spen t  a l ready .   R igh t?   We had  to  have  had our  4 

exper t  w i tnesses  the re  to  hea r  the  p la in t i f f ' s  5 

case  o r  to  adv i se  us  on  c ross  examinat ion ,  I  6 

wou ld  th ink ,  r i gh t?  7 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The re  a re  many  fac tors  8 

tha t  en tered  in to  why we  need  add i t i ona l  mo n ies .   9 

F i rs t ,  t h i s  case  had  been l i nger ing  in  the  county  10 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  fo r  over  f i ve  years .   We 11 

rece ived  ru l i ngs  f rom - -  I 'm  sor ry .   I 'm  so r ry .  I  12 

l os t  my t ra in  o f  t hought .    13 

 The cour t  has  ru led .   We had  an t ic ipa ted  14 

a  much  length ie r  d iscove ry  pe r iod .   The cou r t  15 

un fo r tunate l y  shor tened ou r  d i scovery  pe r io d  to  a  16 

four  mon th  pe r iod .   We were  fo rced  to  compre ss  17 

the  t ime f rame to  deve lop ,  ge t  the  exper t s ,  and  18 

pu t  on  an  e f fec t ive  t r ia l  case  to  de fend  a  $190 19 

m i l l ion  lawsu i t .   I  th ink  the  money is  we l l  spen t  20 

because the  po ten t ia l  l i ab i l i t y  to  the  coun ty  i s  21 

ex t reme and we fee l  i t  wou ld  be  de t r imen ta l  to  22 

the  coun ty  no t  t o  pu t  on  a  fa i r  and accu ra t e  23 

de fense.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry .   I  25 
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guess  you ' re  no t  unders tand ing  my ques t ion ,  and 2 

tha t ' s  no t  why we ' re  spend ing  or  why  we ' re  h i r ing  3 

an  ou ts ide  cont rac to r ,  o r  whe the r  we ' re  ge t t ing  a  4 

good  dea l  f rom th i s  ou ts ide  f i rm ,  o r  even w hethe r  5 

we  need the  ou ts ide  f i rm .   I 'm  ques t ion ing  why  6 

you ' re  coming  to  the  l eg is la tu re  now fo r  an o ther  7 

750,000,  wh ich  we have  no  cho ice  bu t  t o  spe nd,  i t  8 

sounds  l i ke ,  when we  knew tha t  i t  was  be ing  9 

rushed  to  t r i a l  as  ear ly  as  September .   Over a l l ,  10 

by  the  way ,  I  p rac t i ce  t r i a l  work  fo r  a  lo t  o f  11 

fede ra l  cases .   My  en t i re  p rac t i ce  i s  a lmos t  a l l  12 

fede ra l  cases .   When  i t ' s  rushed  to  a  t r ia l ,  you  13 

a lmost  a lways  spend less  i n  l ega l  fees  than  i f  14 

you had a  long p ro t rac ted  d i scovery  p rocess .   So  15 

I  th ink  u l t imate ly  th i s  may cos t  us  less  no t  16 

more .   My issues  i s  in  Sep tember  you  know i t ' s  17 

go ing  to  t r i a l ,  and now in  a  commi t tee  on  18 

November  5 ,  we ' re  ge t t ing  a  reques t  fo r  750 ,000,  19 

most  o f  wh ich  i t  sounds l i ke  we spen t  a l rea dy .   I  20 

don ' t  know why you  cou ldn ' t  come to  us  i n  O c tober  21 

o r  Sep tember .  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     She 's  answered 23 

tha t  ques t ion  a l ready .   Do  we  have  any  o the r  24 

ques t ions?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    P lease  te l l  me  2 

what  the  answer  was,  because  I  d idn ' t  hear  i t .   3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     She 's  to ld  you 4 

tw ice  tha t  - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And thanks  fo r  6 

coach ing  the  w i tness .   Tha t ' s  good .  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     She 's  to ld  you 8 

tw ice  tha t  because  o f  the  judge rush ing  th i s  to  9 

t r ia l  i t  exped i ted  the  schedu le .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    She sa id  i n  11 

September .  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Wou ld  you  le t  me 13 

f i n i sh?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  no t  15 

supposed  to  be  answer ing  anyway.   That 's  re a l l y  16 

the  po in t .  17 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     As  the  commi t tee  18 

cha i rman  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    She knew i t  in  20 

September .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     I  can  cu t  o f f  22 

deba te  when i t  ge ts  repe t i t i ve ,  redundan t ,  and  23 

abus ive ,  and  I ' l l  do  i t  a t  some po in t .   Wha t  I 'm  24 

t r y ing  to  do  is  fac i l i ta te  th i s .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There  wasn ' t  any .   2 

There  wasn ' t  any .   Come on ,  Mr .  N ico le l l o .  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     When you ask  the  4 

same quest ion  th ree  t imes,  you  ge t  t he  answ ers  5 

and then  you  ask  i t  a  four th  t ime,  i t  ge ts  6 

repe t i t i ve  and abus ive .   She  answered the  7 

ques t ion .   The answer  tha t  t he  county  a t to r ney  8 

has  g i ven you  i s  tha t  because  the  judge had  9 

o rde red th is  to  an  immed ia te  t r i a l  t he re  we re  10 

more  expenses  incu r red  i n  a  shor te r  t ime  pe r iod .   11 

Whethe r  i t ' s  ac tua l l y  cheaper  in  the  l ong r un  or  12 

no t .   Bu t  i t ' s  a  sho r te r  per iod  and the  cou n ty  13 

a t to rney  has  to  ad jus t ,  in  te rms  o f  pay ing  fo r  14 

the i r  exper t  w i tnesses ,  in  te rms  o f  pu t t ing  on  a  15 

de fense.   She  sa id  tha t .   Eve ryone  here  16 

unders tood  tha t .   So  s top  ask ing  the  same 17 

ques t ion .   Ask  someth ing  e lse .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Everyone  19 

unders tood  we  knew tha t  in  Sep tember .   Why d id  we 20 

wa i t  f rom Sep tember  un t i l  Nov ember  to  reques t  the  21 

money f rom us?  The judge 's  o rde r  was in  22 

September ,  co r rec t?  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Unfor tuna te ly ,  because o f  24 

the  process  i n  ge t t i ng  approp r ia t i ons ,  we 25 
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p robab ly  d id  no t  - -  no t  p robab ly  - -  we  d id  no t  2 

meet  the  dead l i nes  i n  t ime  to  f i le  t h i s  to  g e t  i t  3 

to  you  in  Sep tember .   Obv ious l y ,  October  o f  th is  4 

year  was  a  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  and  t r y ing  yea r  - -  5 

t r y ing  mon th ,  coup led  w i th  the  hur r i cane  co ming 6 

i n ,  i t  has  added  exponen t ia l l y ,  expenses  an d  7 

cos ts  tha t  were  no t  an t i c ipa ted .   Mov ing  ex per t  8 

w i tnesses  who a re  c lea r  ac ros s  the  count ry  f o r  9 

DNA ana lys is ,  ha i r  ana lys i s ,  f inge rp r in t  10 

ana lys is ,  who  a re  a l l  over  the  count ry .   I t  i s  11 

no t  inexpens ive  and easy  to  move  peop le  in  the  12 

m idd le  o f  a  hur r icane.   I  apo log ize  tha t  we  13 

cou ldn ' t  ge t  th i s  to  you  as  immedia te l y  as  14 

poss ib le .   Bu t  as  humanly  poss ib le ,  i t  was  15 

p resen ted  be fore  th i s  leg i s la tu re  fo r  your  16 

cons idera t ion .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    When  was  the  18 

j udge ' s  ru l i ng?  19 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  judge 's  ru l ing  - -  I  20 

w i l l  ge t  an  exac t  da te  o f  the  ru l i ng  fo r  yo u .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Somet ime  in  22 

September?  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Now,  we ' re  25 
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tak ing  th i s  money f rom f r i nge  bene f i ts?  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  I t  appears  - -  yes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How i s  i t  tha t  4 

the  f r inge  bene f i t  s ta te  re t i remen t  sys tem o f  the  5 

genera l  fund  - -  maybe Mr .  Su l l i van 's  the  r i g h t  6 

one to  answer .   Bu t  how i t  i s  tha t  we have tha t  7 

money?  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    As  you ' re  aware ,  we 9 

reduced the  headcoun t .   We ' re  down  to  7409 now.   10 

So  we ' re  p robab ly  1 ,000 heads  than  we were  n o t  11 

too  long  ago .   When we  do the  budget  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  though t  we  d id  13 

budget  - -  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     P lease  le t  the  15 

w i tness  cont inue  answer ing .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry  you ' re  17 

no t  happy.  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     I t ' s  no t  be ing  19 

happy.   I  want  to  hear  f rom h im.   I  don ' t  wa nt  to  20 

hear  f rom you .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ’m no t  happy 22 

tha t  we ' re  he re  today ,  t o  beg in  w i th .   I  th ink  we 23 

shou ld  be  in  ou r  d is t r i c ts .    24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     The re ' s  no th ing  25 
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keep ing  you here .  2 

 Mr .  Su l l i van .  3 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We ' re  be low budget  i n  ou r  4 

f r inge  benef i ts .   A l so ,  las t  yea r  the  s ta te  came 5 

ou t  w i th  a  ra te  tha t  was  lower .   A  l o t  o f  t imes,  6 

as  we ' re  do ing  now w i th  ou r  budget ,  we  p red ic t  a  7 

ra te  as  bes t  we  can,  based  on  in fo rmat ion  f rom 8 

New York  S ta te  regard ing  hea l th  insu rance.   Las t  9 

year  hea l th  i nsu rance came ou t  subs tan t i a l l y  10 

l ower  than  was p red ic ted .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Hea l th  i nsurance ,  12 

as  fa r  as  ou r  re imbursemen t  o r ,  l i ke ,  13 

Med ica re /Med ica id?  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    The cos t .   No t  Med icare  15 

and Med ica id .   The  cos t  fo r  t he  NYSHIP .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Okay .   17 

Thank you.  18 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Thank you,  s i r .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  jus t  20 

ask  a  qu ick  ques t ion?  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Leg is la to r  22 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t ' s  sor t  24 

o f  a  genera l  ques t ion .   I s  t he re  any  t ype o f  25 
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schedu led  fee  fo r  ou ts ide  counse l?   Fo r  ins tance ,  2 

l i ke  t r i a l  p rep  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .   I s  t here  a  3 

schedu led  fee? 4 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  county  a t to rney 's  5 

o f f i ce  has  a  prequa l i f ied  pane l  fo r  a t to rne ys ,  6 

and we  do se t  pane l  ra tes .   H owever ,  g iven t he  7 

na tu re  o f  ce r ta in  types  o f  cases ,  the  ra te  fo r  8 

compensa t ion  may  vary  s l igh t l y .    9 

 I  w i l l  t e l l  you  tha t  t he  mun ic ipa l  ra tes  10 

tha t  we demand o f  ou r  a t to rneys  on  the  pane l  a re  11 

the  lowest  mun ic ipa l  ra tes  i n  the  en t i re  S t a te  o f  12 

New York .   So  the  coun ty  i s  ge t t ing  a  good va lue  13 

fo r  the  money  tha t  i t ' s  charged by  our  coun se l .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    D id  I  15 

unders tand  you cor rec t ly  t ha t  we ' re  mov ing  16 

w i tnesses  now fo r  tes t imony? 17 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes ,  we  a re .   The  county  18 

a t to rney 's  case  was supposed  to  beg in  - -  the  19 

t r ia l  began Sep tember  17 .   The  p la in t i f f  re s ted  20 

the i r  case  Oc tober  24 ,  and  the  county  was 21 

supposed  to  beg in  i t s  case  on  Oc tober  29 ,  r i gh t  22 

when  the  hur r icane  was  beg inn ing .   So now w e  have 23 

to  rea r range  ho te l s ,  rea r range  the  exper ts '  24 

ava i lab i l i t y .   Tha t ' s  what 's  go ing  on  now.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The cour ts  2 

a re  s t i l l  c l osed ,  co r rec t?  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   No ,  no t  in  fede ra l  cou r t .   4 

They  a re  no t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  you  have 6 

a  new da te  fo r  t ha t .   7 

 The th ing  tha t  j us t  concerns  me is  as  8 

l ong  as  we  have  some t ype o f  con t ro l  - -  I  9 

unders tand  the  use  o f  ce r ta in  a t to rneys  fo r  10 

ce r ta in  cases  and a l l .   I  unders tand  tha t .   Bu t  I  11 

j us t  am concerned abou t  how the  b i l l s  come in .   12 

I f  t he re  i s  no  se t  schedu led  fee ,  i f  i t ' s  j u s t  13 

k ind  o f  de te rmined  by  a  pane l ,  we have  no  s ay  as  14 

to  wha t  the  b i l l  i s  when  i t  comes in .  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  wou ld  d i sagree  w i th  your  16 

s ta temen t .   Wha t  I  sa id  i s  t he re  i s  a  se t  f ee  17 

tha t  t he  coun ty  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  se ts  fo r  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Cou ld  I  - -  19 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    a l l  t he  a t to rneys  on  the  20 

pane l .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  wou ld  22 

l i ke  to  jus t  see  a  copy  o f  t ha t ,  i f  tha t ' s  23 

poss ib le .   I f  you  cou ld  jus t  send tha t  t o  m e .  24 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cer ta in ly .    25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm jus t  - -    2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  w i l l  ge t  tha t  3 

i n fo rmat ion  to  you .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t  750 ,000  5 

i s  cus tomary  fo r  wha t  t r ia l  p rep  and  eve ry t h ing  6 

e l se  wou ld  be ,  t hen tha t ' s  f i ne .  7 

 When  we approve  these funds ,  i t  wou ld  8 

j us t  he lp  us  to  have  a  f rame o f  re fe rence as  to  9 

i f  i t  i s  i n  l ine  w i th  what  ou r  s tandards  ar e .  10 

 Thank you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Any  o ther  12 

l eg i s la to rs  have  ques t ions?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 I ’m go ing  to  ca l l  the  ques t ion .  15 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  i t em s ign i f y  18 

by  say ing  aye .  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Those opposed? 21 

 (Nay . )   22 

 Passes  by  a  vo te  o f  four  to  th ree .  23 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  24 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  November  5 ,  25 
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2012  Ru les  Commi t tee  mee t ing . )  2 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  i t em s ign i f y  3 

by  say ing  aye .  4 

 (Aye . )  5 

 Any  opposed?  6 

 (Nay . )  7 

 The i t em passes  four  to  th ree .  8 

 I  thank  you very  much.  9 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn?  10 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  by  13 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kop e l .  14 

 A l l  those in  favor?  15 

 (Aye . )  16 

 Sa fe  home eve rybody.   17 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  ad journed 18 

a t  5 :14  p .m. )  19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  19 th  day  o f  November ,  2012 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


